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INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR: ECHELONS OF COLLECTING 


Harry E Salyards 


As I look back over my collecting experiences--not just’a.ulh coins -I beljeve I see 
a pattern a progression and I believe this progression is recapitulated in other 
collectors, each at his or her own speed but in a sequence as unalterable as military 
rank I call these echelons of collecting 

At the most basic level the collector is drawn to what is old or to put it another 
way what is different Since there s a wide, wide world out there for the neophyte to 
discover the collection assembled at this level tends to he similarly wide-ranging 
perhaps a few Indian head cents a few common circulated silver dollars maybe 
something really different like a low-grade IbCif two-cent piece There 11 likely he 
a few foreign coins too--perhaps a neighbor s legacy of a long-ago trip or a 
Canadian coin passed at face value south of the border None oi this will be worth 
much but to the colleetor that doesn t matter He or she is fascinated by the objects 
in- hand not by selling them for a windfall (Which tempts me to a digression on the 
absurdity of dropping scarce coins into circulation to be redeemed by the discoverer 
for quick cash, in the interests of creating new colieetorr--hw\ I 11 pass on that ) 

At the nest rank the collector begins to focus on completing a set of some- 
thjng I put completing in quotes because it obviously depends upon how you 
define completion If you take it to the level of die varieties much less die states 
no one has ever completed any series--spnnhied as they all are whth unique 
examples Here significant cash expenditures inevitably begin no matter what the 
series or w^iat the grade level desired Here the collector is probably at the greatest 
risk of being manipulated because he or she is generally reliant on somebody else— 
not |ust for delivering decent value for the money but for the very definition of 
what IS complete Consider the Indian cent collector of I9SU who had to have an 
]S69/S--no doubt at a stiff price in that .market--oniy to have the variety itsell 
debunked as a mere 1S69 9 a few years later' So as a corollary a lot of collectors 
wash out at this level- in frustration at never achieving, affording completion -- 
nr in anger at having done so and then being offered 4u cents on the dollar for their 
supposedly rare complete collection 

The next rank, for those who stick it out is collecting legitimately scarce coins 
For the United States series in any metal that essentially means cows struck before 
Ib'^S This obviously includes all collectors of early American copper, w'hether they 
collect at the level of Choice VG or Choice AU But they achieve the fourth rank 
when they realize what is required for a coin to be Choice Along the way they have 
to look at a lot of dogs--and probably buy their share usually m frustration when 
they can t find anything better But eventually the discipline to pass develops 

In the fifth rank are collectors of Memorable coins These are the coins people 
track from one collector to another the kind of coins no one sees many of They are 
often high grade, but not inevitably so They are not generally purchstsed by people 
who buy the best they can afford (see the aspirants for completion above* but 
in Jerry Bobbe s memorable phrase, buy the best they can understand And you 
can t understand them w^uhout being a serious student 

In the highest rank come collectors of Important coins These are a step beyond 
the merely memorable and include Finest known s. as ■well as pieces ol exceptional 
histone importance They are generally expensive and yet paradoxically they may 
be cheap compared to keys' in highly- touted series w%hich are nonetheless 
available in hoard quantities IS^hcc Morgan Dollars come to mind These are the 
kind of coins which you can tell even the dealer w^ho s seen it all can get excited 
about They ’vnn t appear on anybody s tout sheet, and you have to put up or shut 
up when they become available But the possession of even one of them gives you at 
least a Brevet rank of Brigadier in the Army of Collectors 
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A CASE FOR PROOF-ONLY 
1831 ORIGINAL HALF CENTS 


Ron Manley 


1831; "No HALF CENTS of this year were struck for 
lation, but a limited number of proofs were made"- 


circu- . 
E. Gilbert 


Did numismatic author and collector Ebenezer Gilbert have it 
right for 1831 half cents? Apparently, later half cent authorities 
Roger Cohen and Walter Breen didn't think so. Both made the case 
for the existence of business strike half cents on the basis that 
tv\/enty or so circulated 1831-dated specimens are known. To me, as 
well as other students of the series, this evidence is unconvincing. 

There is no question that the 1831-dated half cents struck in 
1858-1859 as first and second restrikes are proof-only issues. The 
question regarding the existence of business strike issues concerns 
only the half cents struck as 1831 originals --from the only 1831 
obverse die and the original reverse die, later also used for the 
reverse of the 1832 C-1 variety. Below are presented arguments 
supporting the contention that all 1831 originals were struck as 
proofs . 


Was There a Need for 1831 Business-Strike Half-Cents? 


Mint records indicate that 2,200 half cents were minted in 
1831. Cohen^ questioned whether even this many coins were minted 
"in view of the few specimens" dated 1831 known. No records exist 
to confirm how many, if any, of these coins were business strikes, 
or even dated 1831. It is conceivable that some 1829-dated half 
cents were included in this number--even though no half cent coinage 
is reported by the Mint in 1830. According to Breen, "the Mint 
continued to hold hundreds of thousands of half cents in stock" 
and "it is a mystery why any were coined in 1831." It is this 
author's view that the only rational reason to have coined half 
cents in 1831 was to prepare proof specimens as presentation strikes 
Perhaps, some of these coins struck as proofs were of unacceptable 
quality and were released into circulation by the Mint, rather than 
being destroyed. Nonetheless, no rationale can be found for the 
intentional striking of business strike half cents in 1831. 


The Nature of Early Proof Half Cents 

Today, when we think of modern proof coins, we picture in our 
minds coins that are immediately recognizable as proofs, distinct 
from their business strike counterparts. That was not always the 
case with the earliest proofs. 

The first half cents recognized as proofs are dated 1825. Othe 
proofs dated prior to 1831 are known for the years 1826, 1828, and 
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1829. All of these proofs were made from the same dies used for 
business strikes of the same year. Today, the first proof-only 
dies are generally accepted to be from the 1836 original proof 
half cents. However, prior to about 1970, the distinction of 
first year of proof-only dies was held by 1831 half cents. 

According to Breen^, the following criteria may be confidently 
expected of real original proofs: 

1. Sharpness on all relief details will be superior to those 
on uncirculated business strikes of the same design and 
type, this includes the stars. 

2. Mirrorlike surfaces on fields [not always in crevices within 
devices] is uninterrupted and on pristine pieces will be 
uniform, different from that on early business strikings 
from the same dies [when such coins exist]. On some earlier 
issues, 1817-35, strikings qualifying in every other way as 
proofs will show rairrorlike obverse fields, but the reverses 
with normal "cartwheel” finish as on business strikes. On 
these, the sharpness vizill be as in criterion 1. 

3. Proofs struck in close collars will clearly distinguish 
border beads or dentils from each other and from the rim 
outside them. 

Yet, for 1831 original half cents, these criteria are not 
used to distinguish unimpaired proofs from alleged uncirculated 
business strikes. Why? Because no uncirculated "business strikes" 
are known--the condition census extends only to an AU coin! The 
rule of thumb apparently is: if it's worn, it's a business strike; 

if it's not, it's a proof. It will be shown in the following 
section that this is an unlikely and inaccurate depiction of reality. 
If there were indeed 1831 business strikes minted, it is most odd 
that no surviving uncirculated specimens remain. 


Circulated Original Proof Half Cents From 1831-1849 

The rationale presented earlier by Cohen and Breen for the 
existence of business strike half cents has been that a sizeable 
fraction of the 1831 original specimens is worn. But what of it? 
Circulated specimens of original proofs from proof-only dies are 
known for practically every date, as shown in the following table 
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Table. Proof-Only Half Cent Die Combinations 


Est'd Total Est'd Circulated ^ ’ ^ Ratio of 

Date Proofs Proofs Circulated : Uncirculated 


1831 

29“ 

20 

1:0.5 

1836 

30 

5 

1:5 

1840 

18 

? 

? 

1841 

24 

5 

1:3.8 

1842 

13 

3 

1:3.3 

1843 

21 

2 

1:9.5 

1844 

16 

3 

1:4.3 

1845 

14 

4 

1:2.5 

1846 

18 

2 

1:8 

1847 

20 

2 

1:9 

1848 

14 

1 

1:13 

1849 

( sm . dt . ) 14 

1 

1:13 


Includes alleged 1831 "business strikes". 

^ W. Breen, Breen’s Encyclopedia of United States Half Cents, 1983. 
W. Breen, Breen's Complete Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial 
Coins, 1988. 


The total number of 1831 originals is consistent with the total 
numbers of proof specimens from 1836-1849 (range 13-30). By analogy, 
at least some of the worn 1831 specimens must be circulated proofs, 
if not all of them. Why should more 1831 proofs have escaped into 
circulation compared to proofs from later years? It should be re- 
called that the first U.S. proof coins were made for presentation 
to Treasury officials and other dignitaries rather than for coin 
collectors. It is not unreasonable to assume that these early 
caretakers were not as appreciative of these first proofs as would 
be later coin collectors. As further evidence of this, more proofs 
appeared to have escaped into circulation for the years 1836 and 
1841 than the proof-only years that followed. 


A Proposed Method for Distinguishing 1831 Proofs from Possible 
Business Strikes 


1831 Proofs would have been minted before any business strikes. 
Discernible die states would be expected for 1831 business strikes 
but Breen lists none. A lack of die states may be due to such factors 
as the few specimens struck, the lack of surviving high grade specimens 
for study, or perhaps ... the nonexistence of business strikes alto- 
gether ! 

1 would like to propose die rotation as an aide to determining 
whether worn 1831 specimens are circulated proofs or are circulated 
business strikes. Both the obverse and reverse dies were fixed in 
position during the minting process . If the dies remained fixed in 
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position throughout the minting of a variety, which was rare, all 
specimens of the variety would share a single die rotation. An 
example of this is given by the well-known 1804 C-6 spiked chin 
half cent variety. All specimens known to me have a slight counter- 
clockwise (CCW) rotation corresponding to 11 o ' clock--despite the 
many cracks and die breaks suffered by the reverse die. 

In other cases, the dies remained fixed in position until 
minting was interrupted for some reason (i.e. to resurface a die 
in order to remove rust or clash marks). The resurfaced die would 
be returned to service with a different die alignment from the first 
use, resulting in a second die rotation. This type of process could 
occur a single time or repeatedly during a particular variety's 
minting. An example of this scenario apparently occurred with the 
1803 C-4 half cent variety. Specimens of this variety are invariably 
found either with a slight clockwise (CW) rotation or with a 180° 
inverted rotation corresponding to 6 o'clock. 

Still in other cases, repeated striking of planchets loosened 
either die at some point. This was not an uncommon occurrence. 

Somewhat free die rotation was then permitted. The rotation was 
almost never random, however, and tended to follow either a CW or 
CCW fashion from the initial fixed position. It is possible, but 
challenging, to correlate such die rotations with distinct die states 
in many cases. Examples of die rotation from a loosened die include 
the 1806 C-1 and 1808 C-3 varieties. 

To the author's knowledge, no study has ever been made to 
determine the die rotation of 1831 originals. Thus, the outcome 
of such a study is not known. However, some predictions can be made. 

If it were determined that the uncirculated proof specimens had 
different die rotation values from the worn 1831 specimens, this 
would constitute convincing evidence for the existence of 1831 business 
strikes. On the other hand, if the die rotations of proofs and worn 
specimens were indistinguishable, strong evidence would exist that 
the worn specimens were actually circulated proofs. I invite all 
owners of 1831 originals to participate in such a study. The die 
rotation of a specimen should be measured and sent, along with its 
net grade, to me at the address below. 

114 Polo Drive 
Salisbury, NC 28144 

Any significant results will be reported in Penny-Wise . Collector 
names will remain strictly confidential. 

For simplicity, determine die rotation by placing the specimen 
in a 2x2 holder with the coin oriented so that the date is centered 
at 6 o'clock. Normal die alignment (0°) is approximately when the second 
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S in STATES is at 12 o'clock. If, for example, your specimen is 
rotated CW by 90°, the second S will be at 3 o'clock and your die 
rotation should be reported as 3 o'clock (CW). 


Concluding Remarks 


Past rationale for the existence of business strike 1831 half 
cents has focused on the relatively large number of circulated 
specimens of 1831 originals, historically considered a proof-only 
variety. Arguments were presented in support of a return to proof- 
only status for 1831 half cents. It was observed that: 1) only 

1831 proofs were likely to have been struck at the Mint in 1831 due 
to the large existing inventory of half cents for circulation; 2) 
early half cent proofs (which included one-sided proofs) were not 
as distinguishable from uncirculated business strikes as later 
proofs; 3) circulated proofs are ubiquitous for the 1836-1849 proof- 
only die combinations; and 4) the surviving total of 1831 originals 
is consistent with the numbers of surviving proofs from the 1836- 
1849 dates. 


Die rotation was proposed as a method, independent of wear but 
dependent upon striking sequence, for examining whether worn 1831 
specimens are true business strikes or are circulated proofs. 
Collectors were invited to participate in such a study. 

All 1831 originals are rare and valuable. They provide an 
interesting window into the first years of half cent proofs at 
the U.S. Mint. 
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NEW JERSEY COPPERS, PART 31 : MARIS 1 3J 

John Griffee 


If you have read the Condition Census reports for 1 8 J [Jan. ‘94] and ^ 6J (Sept. ‘94] you 
may remember that the J reverse has been well discussed. 

The J shield is easily recognized because the shape of the shield, from the point where 
the horizontal lines (the chief] and the vertical lines (the pales] meet, to the point at the bottom, 
is asymmetrical. 

On the right side, the edge of the shield continues as a gentle arc and swings out and 
down to the point. On the left side, the edge of the shield drops almost straight down, curves 
gently, and then there is a straight line to the point. 

A little study of a plate, or a common variety 1 4J, and you will be able to identify the J 
reverse, anytime. 

Michael Hodder, independent researcher, has done extensive studies on the 'J‘ reverse 
which suggests it was produced in 1787 rather than “1 786" as shown on all five varieties. 

To confirm the 1 3 obverse, which has a straight plow beam with a slight curve upwards 
at the end, you can eliminate at once three of the other four reverses as follows: 1 4J and 1 5 J 
have straight beams, and 18J has a curved beam. 

To determine positively that you have a 1 3J rather than a 1 6J any one or all three of the 
following checks will do the job; 

1 . The singletree test - use a straightedge and extend the top of the singletree to the edge 
of the coin. The 13J will be off vertical to the right about ten to twelve degrees and the 
imaginary line will touch the bottoms of the “A” and “E” and the top of the ‘‘R.“ On 1 6J 
the line will be almost vertical, will miss the "A” and "E," and will touch only the bottom 
of the ‘‘R.’’ 

2. The ‘‘hang in there” rope test - on 1 3J the rope, looking right to left, ends at the edge 
of the horse's neck. The 1 6J has a long rope that extends to the end of the horse’s 
mane. 

3. The clincher date test - on 1 3J the top of the “6" touches the base of the plow [see 
enlarged plate in auction catalog, B & M, Quartette, 3/92, lot 1 309], whereas on 1 BJ 
the top of the "6" is close to but does not touch the base of the plow (Quartette, lot 
1316 ]. 

Even a badly worn ‘Good’ should leave enough of the design for one of the above tests 
to make an accurate identification. 

When you have the opportunity to compare plates of 1 3J and 1 6J, look carefully at the 
colters, they’re different too! 

Listed below are the 1 3J’s in auction catalogs I own where I do not know the present 
owner or location. If you own one of these coins, or know of someone who does, please let me 
know. 
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A ‘P’ means the coin was plated. ‘L’ is short for “Lot” and ‘FPU is “Fixed Price List." 


Elder, Nickerson 

1 2/33 

F/VF 

~ 

LI 328 

Harmer, Rooke 

11/69 

F-VF 

P 

LI 63 

Stack’s, Kissner 

6/75 

F 

P 

L62 

Kruger, Garden State 

6/83 

VF20 

- 

LI 066 

Stack’s, Bareford 

5/84 

EF 

P 

LI 08 

B Sl M, Taylor 

3/87 

AG3 

- 

part of L2200 

B & M, Norweb 

10/87 

G4 / AG3 

P 

L1314 

Stack’s Foreman 

3/89 

VG 

P 

LI 334 

Stack’s Steinberg 

10/89 

AEF 

P 

L1 18 

B S. M, Saccone 

11/89 

VF20 

P 

LI 558 


I am positive that current owners of 1 3J coppers are pleased to see that there are only 
27 coins on this condition census list. R6 [13 to 30 PCS.] Was and still is the rarity rating. 


1. 

AU 

Bill Anton; Stack’s, Bareford, 5/84, LI 08; Schulman, Spiro, 
3/55, L1447 

2. 

EF40+ 

Groves collection; 8 S. M, Quartette, 3/92, LI 309; Flenry 
Garrett; 8 S. R, Garrett, 10/80, LI 398; Henkels, Maris, 
6/1886, L367; Crosby 

3. 

VF30 

Noted Western collector 

4. 

VF25 - 30 

Noted Western collector 

5. 

VF25 - 30 

David Menchel; 8 & M, Frontenac, 1 1 /91 , LI 20; Boyd; Ryder; 
Brand; Hall; Hays 

6. 

VF 

Stack’s, Steinberg, 10/89, L1 18; Pine Tree, EAC, 3/76, 
L2031 

7. 

VF 

Richard August 

8. 

VF20 

8 S. M, Saccone, 11/89, LI 558; Harry Rescigno; 8 & M, 
Taylor, 3/87, L2164 

9. 

VF20 

Kruger, Garden State, 6/83, LI 066 

10 . 

F-VF 

Elder, Nickerson, 12/33, LI 328 

11. 

F-VF 

Harmer, Rooke, 11/69, LI 63 

12. 

F 

NJHS, bequest of Frederick Canfield, Dover, N.J., 1931 

13. 

F 

Conn. State Library; Joseph C. Mitchelson collection, 1912 

14. 

F 

Stack’s, Kissner, 6/75, L62 

15. 

VG 

Stack’s, Foreman, 3/89, LI 334; 8 & M, Dodson. 6/84, 
L3140; Stack’s, bal. Robison, 5/82, L72 

16. 

VG 

David Palmer; Bill Anton; Bruce Kesse 

17. 

VG 

N.J. collector #3 

18. 

VG8 

Peter Scherff; 8 &. M, 9/89 

19. 

VG 

ANS; Henry Grunthal [1945] 

20. 

G 

Roger Moore; Tom Rinaldo 

21. 

G4 / AG3 

8 &M, Norweb, 10/87, LI 314 

22. 

AG 

Northeastern collector; Mike Ringo 

23. 

AG 

Northeastern collector 

24. 

AG 

Steve Tanenbaum 

25. 

AG3 

8 & M, Taylor, 3/87, part of L2200 

26. 

? 

Bill Anton 

27. 

? 

Bill Anton 
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Any additions or corrections to the above condition census would be helpful - send facts 
to me at 520 Bahia Circle Lane, Ocala, Florida 34472 

If there are any new N.J. copper collectors who would like to send mie a list of the coins 
they own, with pedigree, it would be appreciated. Be sure and advise me if I can list your name 
on the condition census sheet. Otherwise, only your state will be mentioned. 


Maris 57n R6 Updated 5/ 1 5/06 


1. 

EF 

2. 

VF / EF 

3. 

VF o/s on 


dbl/s Conn 

4. 

FI 5 to VF2D 

5. 

Fto VF 

6. 

F 

7. 

FI 5 

8. 

VG 

9. 

VG [3 holes) 


ID. 

VG 

11. 

VG 

12 . 

VG 

13. 

G / VG (2 holes) 

14. 

AG / G [1 hole) 

15. 

AG / G [1 hole) 


Maris 18J R5 


Richard August 

Bill Anton; Richard August 

Bill Anton; Maris plate coin 

N.Y. collector #3; B S. M, Quartette. 3/92, L1415; Henry 
Garrett 

Bill Anton; B S. M, Garrett. 1 0/80, L1 41 5; Henkels, 6/ 1 886, 
L459 

Bill Anton; Metuchen, N.J. collector; Richard August 
B & M, Frontenac, 11/91, L204; Lyman Low’s 169'^ Sale, 
Wagner. 11/12, L3 13 

Noted Western collector; F.C.C. Boyd estate; Lyman Low 

Roger Moore; M & G, Griffee, 10/95, L93; Stack’s, Foreman, 

5/89, LI 422; Stack’s, Oechsner, 9/88, LI 301; Schulman, 

Spiro, 3/55, LI 575 

Northeastern collector 

California collector 

New York City collector 

Mass, collector / dealer. /88 

NJHS, 3/27; bequest of Frederick Canfield, Dover, N.J. 

John Lorenzo; B & M, Saccone, 11/89, LI 633; Harry 
Rescigno 


Update 5/15/96 


The original condition census list for Maris 18J was issued 1/15/94. Although 
corrections were noted only twice, 1 1 /94 and 5/95, those corrections plus the many changes 
necessary this month have made my original list look like it had been scratched by all the 
turkeys in North Carolina. Maybe a fe-w droppings, too! 


I’m listing below an updated list - at least future corrections can be made on a fresh list. 


From the list of 1 8J lost auction catalog coins: Delete the line, “Stack's, Foreman, 5/89, 
VG, LI 345" 


When you consider the new additions to the list of known 1 8J coins since the original 
census, the new number of 37 coins says it can no longer be considered a R6 [1 3 to 3D PCS.]. 
Maris 1 8J is now a R5 (31 - 75 PCS.). 

1 . AU Bill Anton, Jr .; B & R, Garrett, 1 D/8D, LI 4 1 D; Henkels, Maris, 

6/1886, L383 
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2, 

AU 

Noted Western collector; Chapman, Mills, 4/04, L39B 

3. 

EF 

William Anton III 

4. 

EF 

Bill Anton, Jr. 

5. 

EF 

Bill Anton, Jr. 

6. 

VF30 / EF40 

Groves collection; B & M, Norweb 1, 10/87, LI 325 

7. 

VF35 

Richard August 

8. 

VF 

Stack’s, Picker, 10/84, LI 91 

9. 

VF 

B & R, Rare Coin Review, 4/82 

10 . 

VF rough 

Schulman, Spiro, 3/55, LI 463 

11, 

VF25 / 20 

N.Y. collector #3; B S. M, Quartette, 3/92, LI 325; Henry 
Garrett 

12, 

VF20 / 30 

B & M Saccone, 10/89, LI 570; Harry Rescigno; Stack’s, 
Bareford, 5/84, LI 22; Hall; Brand; New Netherlands 

13. 

VF20 

M & G, Griffee, 10/95, L32; B S. M, Smedley, 9/88, L3083 

14. 

VF 

Schulman, Spiro, 3/55, LI 464 

Peter Scherff; Tom Rinaldo; B S. M, Quartette, 3/92, LI 324; 

15. 

VF30 / G4 

Henry Garrett 

B &. M, Norweb 1, 10/84, LI 324; Chapman, Stickney, 6/07, 

16. 

VF20/ F12 

L270 

17. 

VF2Q/ F12 

B&M, Taylor, 3/87, L2179 

18. 

FI 5 

Edmond Kucia, Don Valenziano, Jr.; Stack’s, Gunlocke, 3/89, 
LI 540; Stack’s, Qechsner, 9/88, LI 255 

19. 

F 

NJHS 

20. 

F 

ANS; Henry Grunthal, 1945 

21. 

F 

Kagin’s, ANA, 8/77, L69 

22. 

F porous 

David Palmer; Bill Anton; Bruce Kesse; Peter Boisvert; Jim 
Young 

23. 

F/ VG 

Craig McDonald 

24. 

F/ VG 

Schulman. Spiro, 3/55, LI 465 

25. 

F/G 

N.Y. collector #4 

26. 

VG 

Stack’s, Kissner, 6/75, L7B; Damon Douglas 

27. 

VG 

Roger Moore; Stack’s, Foreman, 5/89, LI 345 

28. 

VG damaged 

Northeastern collector; Stack’s, balance Robison, 5/82, part 
of LI 06 

29. 

VG / G 

Harmer, Rooke, 1 1/69, LI 77 

30. 

VG / G 

B & M, Dodson, 6/84, L31 56 

31. 

VG / G 

Clement Schettino; Frank McGrath; Smythe, #142, 9/95, part 
of L1040; Kagin’s, GENA, 9/78, L? 

32. 

G 

N.Y. Coin, Parmelee, 6/1890, L389 

33. 

G 

Roger Moore’ Gary Eagecomd 

34. 

G 

Northeastern collector; Stack’s, privately 

35. 

G/ AG 

George Lyman 

36. 

Poor 

Scott Barnes; Norman Peters 

37. 

Fair 

Chris Young; Steve Hayden; B & M 



Maris 71v R6 Updated 5/1 5/96 

1. 

AU55 

Bill Anton 

2. 

VF 

Bill Anton 

3. 

VF o/Conn 

Noted Western collector; F.C.C. Boyd estate; Schulman, Spiro, 


3/55, L1B11 
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4. 

VF35 o/Brit Vsp 

Bill Anton; B & M. Frontenac, 11/91, L228; Noted Western 
collector; F.C.C. Boyd estate; N. Netherlands; Schulman, Spiro, 
3/55, LI 61 2: Eaton collection 

5. 

VF 0/2-71 A Ma Mills 

Richard August 

6, 

VF 

Midwest dealer-collector 

7. 

VF o/Counterfeit 
Brit Ysp 

West Coast collector; Mark Auerbach 

a. 

FI 5 

B & M. Quartette, 3/92, LI 437; Henry Garrett; Stack’s 

9. 

F15 

John Lorenzo; Maryland collector 

10 . 

FI 5 o/Vermont R24 

Roger Moore; Colonial Trading Co.; NE antique dealer 

11 . 

FI 2 o/Brit Vbp 

Peter Scherff; Mike Ringo 

12. 

FI 2 o/Vermont 

David Gladfelter; B & M, Frontenac, 11/91, L229; Noted 
Western collector; F.C.C. Boyd estate 

13. 

F o/Brit Vsp 

Bill Anton; B & R, Garrett, IQ/80, LI 476; Henkel’s, Maris, 
6/1886, L484 

14. 

F o/Conn 

Bill Anton; B S. M, Quartette, 3/92, LI 438; Henry Garrett; 
NERCA, FUN, 1/81, L4 

15. 

VG - F o/? 

Jeff Rock, FPL #6, Spring/92, #86; Tom Rinaldo 

16, 

VG 

N.Y. collector #4 

17. 

VG o/Conn 

Delaware collector #1 

18. 

G5 o/Conn 

ANS; Henry Grunthal [1945]; Prescott Beach 

19. 

G5 

ANS; Henry Grunthal (1945); Prescott Beach 

20, 

G4 o/Conn 

Northeastern collector; B S. M, Somerset, 5/92, L374 

21. 

G4 o/Conn 

Dennis Wierzba; M & G, Griffee, 10/95, L1 12; Don Mituzas; 
Bruce Kesse; B & M, Saccone, 1 1 /89, LI 651 ; Harry Rescigno; 
Stack’s, Foreman, 5/89, LI 444; B & M, Taylor, 3/87, L2276 

22. 

G 

NJHS, 3/27; bequest of Frederick A. Canfield, Dover, N.J. 

23. 

G 

N.J. collector #3 

24. 

Poor o/Conn 

Henkels, Maris, 6/1886, L486 

25. 

? Pierced 

Henkels, Maris, 6/1886, L485 


Maris 34v BS Updated 5/ 1 5/96 


1. 

AU55 

Bill Anton 

2. 

EF 0/35J 

Bill Anton; Stack’s, Picker, 10/84, L207 

3. 

VF35 o/Conn 

Richard August 

4. 

VF20 o/Conn 

Peter Scherff B S. M, Frontenac, 1 1 /91 , LI 58 

5. 

VF20 0/35J/CT 

Scott Barnes; B & M, Quartette, 3/92, LI 356; H. Garrett 

6. 

VF 

Noted Western collector; F.C.C. Boyd 

7. 

VF o/Conn 

Bill Anton; B S. M, Taylor, 3/87, L2208 

8. 

VF rough 

Schulman, Spiro, 3/55, LI 507 

9. 

F+ 

Noted Western collector, F.C.C. Boyd 

10 . 

FI 2 o/Conn 

Chris Young; M S. G, Griffee, 10/95, L56; B & M, Saccone, 
11/89, LI 594; Harry Rescigno; Stack’s, Picker, 10/84, L208 

11 

F o/Conn 

N.Y. collector #6; Stack’s, Bareford, 5/84, LI 50; Schulman, 
Spiro, 3/55, LI 506 

12. 

F 

Northeastern collector; Tony Terranova 

13. 

F 0/34J 

ANS; Henry Grunthal [1945] 

14. 

F12/VG8 dbl/S 

Bill Anton; Stack’s, Foreman, 5/89, LI 376; B S. M, Taylor, 


3/87, L2207; New Netherlands, 12/68, L399 
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15. 

FI 2/VG8 0/35J 

Roger Moore; Jeff Rock, FPL #9, /94, #279; To Rinaldo, FPL, 
7/93, #108; Stack’s, Starr, 1/93, LI 001; Mike Ringo, FPL, 
9/92, 3108; B S. M, Quartette, 3/92, LI 357; Henry Garrett 

16. 

F/G o/CT 

Richard August 

17. 

F/G 0/35J 

David Palmer; Stack’s, Foreman, 5/89, LI 378 

18. 

VG o/34J/Verm 

Bill Anton; Stack’s, Picker, 10/84, L207 

19. 

VG 

Stack’s, Picker, 10/84, L206; John Garrett; Henkels, Maris. 
6/1886, L417 

20. 

VG 

BAN. FPL, 6/90, #29; Dana Linett; Stack’s, Foreman, 5/89, 
LI 377; B & M, Dodson. 6/84, L3187; Dr. Stanley Sheer 

21. 

VG holed o/CT 

ANS; Henry Grunthal [1945] 

22. 

VG8 / G4 

B Sl M, Lexington, 1/94, LI 00 

23. 

G 

Conn. State Library; Joseph C. Michelson collection, 1912 

24. 

G 

Stack’s, Kissner, 6/75, LI 03; Damon Douglas 

25. 

G 

NJHS, March 1927; bequest of Frederick Canfield, Dover, N.J. 

26. 

AG 

Stack’s, Bal. Robison, 5/82, part of L1 1 9 

27. 

Fair o/Conn 

N.Y. Coin, Parmelee, 6/1890, part of L406 

28. 

Poor holed 

N.Y. Coin, Parmelee, 6/1890, part of L406 




A HALF CENT NUGGET: THE FIRST USE OF BREEN NUMBERS 

Bill Weber 

Writing an article is a continuing challenge to stay fully focused on the topic. In the 
course of confirming and cross-checking data for an article about Commodore William C. 
Eaton, I discovered and was temporarily diverted by this little nugget. Normally I’d file it away 
as a subject for another day. No more. The embarrassing reality is, like a senile squirrel, I lose 
track of where these nuggets are stored and most never see the light of day. I’ll share future 
half cent nuggets via P-W as they’re mined or re-discovered. 

I believe Walter Breen’s first published work as a cataloger of U.S. half cents appeared 
in New Netherlands Coin Co.’s “THIRTY-NINTH CATALOG,” November 22, 1952. Breen’s 
sequential numbering system, rarity assignments, and basal values - a la Sheldon - were first 
used to catalog the John Pawling Collection of half cents. Surprisingly, Breen was not named 
or credited as author of ... . “the forthcoming standard work on the series." The cataloger’s 
introduction to Pawling’s half cents reads in part. .... “With this offering, we introduce a new 
feature. The varieties are all attributed to Gilbert and to the forthcoming standard work on the 
series. Combined with the latter are rarity ratings based on the Sheldon scale, in many 
instances quite different from Gilbert’s, and a tentative schedule of basal values, designed to 
make this series more or less uniform with both early and late date Cents.” .... “Collectors are 
advised to retain the data supplied with these Half Cents, as it all will integrate immediately with 
the new reference when it appears.” 

Pawling’s first half cent, lot #73, was a 1 793, Gilbert 1 ; Crosby 1 -A; Breen 2, 1 -B [R4 - 
Basal Value = $2.25]. Graded Unc. 60, it realized $1 60.00. This is the only lot and instance 
where Breen’s name (last only] appears in the entire half cent listing. All subsequent lots are 
simply preceded with B-, his new sequential variety number, rarity, and basal value. 
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Incidentally, 1793 Gilbert 1; B-2 became B-3 with New Netherlands’ June ‘54 sale of 
the remaining portion of Hillyer Ryder’s half cent collection. Or didn’t you know?? A significant 
number of Ryder’s half cents and large cents had previously been sold in Wayte Raymond’s Mail 
Bid Sale of Nov. 20, 1945. 

Additional changes in Breen’s sequential numbering system took place throughout the 
'50's and ‘BO's. I know, for I was entering Breen’s new variety numbers, rarity estimates, and 
basal values beside their Gilbert equivalents in my copy of Gilbert. Some of Breen’s variety 
numbers for the same Gilbert variety were changed - one never knew for sure why - resulting 
in my showing the same Breen number entered beside two different Gilbert varieties. Guess 
it’s time to resolve that dilemma in my extensively - annotated copy of Gilbert, probably one of 
the scruffiest extant. It was rumored, and I think correctly so, that a select few collectors and 
catalogers had copies of Breen’s 1950's half cent manuscript. Xerox copies do exist and are 
very interesting reading. 

The foregoing will explain why Roger S. Cohen, Jr. wrote in the PREFACE of his first 

edition of AMERICAN HALF CENTS “The purpose of writing this book is that for the last 

twenty years 1 have wanted to read it. On at least two prior occasions, I had hoped that 
someone else would write it. However, I feel that waiting will not get the book done, hence, I 
have written 

"I earnestly hope to hear from other collectors so that if there are any facts that I have 
not mentioned, they can be included in a revised book.’’ Roger, as always, was good to his word, 
his much-improved second edition of AMERICAN HALF CENTS appearing in 1982. 

Does the hiatus between .... “the forthcoming standard work on the series” .... for U.S. 
half cents described in 1 952 and Roger’s first edition in 1971 ring any chimes for large cent 
collectors and the “Sheldon update”?? 

Many more half cent “nuggets" could / should / will emerge in time to be shared - and 
enlighten?? 


'k'k'k'k'k-k-k'k-k-k-k'k'k 


RSB It: A RESPONSE 

Del Bland 


In the March, 1996 issue of Penny-Wise, articles appeared which made comments 
about various subjects and about large cents in the RSB II sale auctioned by Superior Stamp 
& Coin Co., on January 27, 1996. I felt I should attempt to correct any misconceptions that 
members of our club and others might have as a result of those articles. 

First, let me say that I feel that the grade comparisons published in Penny-Wise are 
useful and interesting information. Different opinions on grading should prompt careful thinking 
and discussion among collectors about this important subject. This type of information belongs 
in Penny-Wise - but not inaccurate negative comments and insinuations about the cataloger 
nor excessively harsh comments about certain cents. 


None of the coins in the RSB collection were “ruined.” Problems with them were, I feel, 
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quite accurately described in the catalog, with the possible exception of the S-90, L 1 25. If the 
edge had been filed, I simply missed it. More on that later, if I am able to re-examine the coin. 
I have spoken with the new owners of the S-81 , Lot 116; the S-287, Lot 392; and the 1 833 N-4, 
Lot 587. These three cents were specifically referred to as having been "ruined.” The new 
owners certainly do not feel that this is the case. They are knowledgeable collectors or dealers 
who are very pleased with each one. 

No cents in the collection were waxed by RSB, by Superior, or by me. Those that were 
waxed, and I mentioned this in the catalog descriptions, most probably were at one time or 
another in the hands of Dr. Sheldon. He used, it is believed, carnauba wax and had a special 
way of applying it to the surfaces of coins. It forms a protective coating and if not desired, can 
be removed by using something like fingernail polish remover. If this is done, a cent is left with 
a dull surface and must be properly brushed. None of this should be attempted by a novice, 

Many of the cents in the collection were properly brushed by me. The surfaces must 
be clean in order to correctly grade each piece. One of the reasons for this is to better see 
what is under the film covering a cent, including surface, color, nicks, and scratches. Another 
reason, of course, is to remove corrosive elements as well as to improve the appearance of the 
coin. If any substance was on any of the RSB II cents, it was put on after 1 cataloged the 
collection and returned it to Superior. It was stated that the RSB II coins were “processed,” 
that an amateur applied a “coating” to many coins and implied that "chemistry” was used in 
some sort of way. There was no processing done, absolutely none at all, unless one considers 
brushing a form of processing. My only “chemical” consists of a small bottle of mineral oil used 
for softening verdigris prior to removing it. All of this oil is removed, none left on the surfaces. 
To give you an idea of how often I use mineral oil on cents, let me tell you that I use the same 
6 ounce bottle purchased 36 years ago - and it’s still Vfe full! 

On page 85, it is stated that I “. . . chose to attack a long time EAC collector for selling 
what he [Del Bland) perceived as a really bad coin . . .” Everyone who saw this cent perceived 
it to be a really bad coin, not just I. More importantly, I did not intend to attack anyone. I merely 
attempted to factually describe, as I did elsewhere in the catalog, instances in which cents were 
sold to Mr. Brown at inflated prices and grades (see, for example, lots 353, 400, 582, among 
others). 

Also, on page 85, the question is asked as to what condition census was being used for 
the catalog. The Noyes-Robinson-Bird group knows good and well that the condition census I 
used is one that I have constantly updated for the last 23 years. They have had a copy of it for 
many years, including one that was updated fairly recently. This census has not been published 
because of a commitment to publish it first in Walter Breen's cent book. The publication of this 
census has been delayed because of the delays involved in the publication of Walter’s book. It 
is well known that I have always freely shared the information contained in the census with 
anyone who asked, including Noyes / Robinson / Bird. They have received written and updated 
versions of it. 

To clarify the situation regarding the catalog of the Jack H. Robinson collection of large 
cents sold by Superior on January 29 and 30, 1989, 1 graded all the cents in that sale and 
assume Jack used my grades. He wrote the catalog and I edited it. 

There are several other inflammatory statements and other inaccurate insinuations in 
the recent P-W articles. I feel not all need be addressed, mostly because many EAC members 
have called and written to tell me they think the negative comments are politically motivated. 
These members have told me that my record speaks for itself. But 1 felt some response was 
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needed, especially to inform newer EAC’ers about the facts. 

In conclusion, I think that spirited discussion, even controversy, is part of the fun of our 
hobby. But overly harsh, inaccurate statements run the risk of injuring the easy, friendly 
interactions that are typical of EAC and EAC’ers. 

•k'kicicic'k-kir'kiricicir 

WHAT’S ALL THE FUSS ABOUT? 

Bob Vail 


I noticed, while reading the "Noyes Challenge” in the last issue of Penny-Wise , that Tom 
Reynolds was listed on page 109 as a contributor to the “consensus” grades reported. 

I also noted, in Tom Reynold’s latest fixed price list [#85], that he has 27 ex-RSB II coins 
for sale. The thought occurred to me, "How does Tom’s grading compare to Del’s and the 
Noyes Challenge?” 

The following table lists these 27 coins, with the three principal’s net grades for the 
coins in question, without regard to date or variety. 


RSB II Lot # 

T.R. 

D.N.B. 

Noyes 


71 

7 

7 

5 


117 

30 

30 

15 


190 

25 

25 

25 


211 

6 

6 

6 


*229 

30 

20 

15 


243 

15 

20 

12 


270 

35 

35 

35 


283 

35 

30 

35 


284 

25 

25 

20 


350 

35 

35 

30 


351 

40 

40 

40 


372 

30+ 

30 

30 

*These coins improved by 

398 

45 

45 

40 

Tom Reynolds after pur- 

446 

55 

55 

50 

chase by removing sur- 

498 

55 

55 

50 

face contamination. 

534 

40 

45 

40 


*544 

40 

30 

25 


552 

30 

30 

25 


573 

50 

45 

45 


574 

63 

60 

60 


*579 

55 

50 

50 


603 

45 

45 

45 


621 

45 

45 

45 


*625 

50 

45 

45 


629 

60 

60 

60 


*642 

62 

61 

55 


652 

63 

61 

60 


Total Grade 
Points 

1076 

1035 

963 


Average Grade 

39.85 

38.33 

35.67 
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1 find that Tom’s average grade is 1 .5 points or 4% above Del’s average grade and 
4.2 points or 1 1 % above the Noyes’ grade. 

Tom acknowledges, in his list, that he improved five of the coins by minor non- 
chemical or surface-disturbing techniques. 

If we assume that each coin was improved by five points in net grade, the grading 
spread narrows. Tom’s average grade becomes 38.92, Q.6 grade points or 1 .5% above 
Del’s and 3.25 points or 8.5% above Noyes. 

My whole point is, all three parties are competent graders. If one checks 
sharpness grade only, Noyes and Bland are even closer, which indicates to me the main 
difference between the two is deduction for defects. 

This is, at best, a gray area with very little established data to draw from, and with 
personal preference or dislike of a problem becoming a major factor in point deduction. 

From the past ten years of observation, the following conclusions seem apparent: 

1 ] Del Bland has successfully described and graded thousands of large cents 
for major coin company sales. 

2] Tom Reynolds does an excellent job on the EAC sales. 

3] Jack Robinson does a fantastic job on CQR. 

4] Bill Noyes takes excellent large cent photos. 

So what’s the problem? 




CLARIFYING TROUBLED WATERS 

John D. Wright 


That experienced EAC members Jack Robinson and Bill Noyes have published their 
opinions in Penny-Wise pleases me. This is one of the greater purposes of Penny-Wise . 
But a few points need adjustment to keep from confusing or misleading many of our 
members. 

1 ] Jack’s and Bill’s opinions are stated as facts. 

2] On pages 81-82, Jack claims that the coins in the RSB2 sale had been tampered 
with, negatively affecting their value, after they were delivered to Superior. I know 
Robbie’s collection well and have enjoyed visiting both it and its owner several 
times. The coins I enjoyed at Robbie’s house in July of 1 994 looked the same 
when I enjoyed them again at Superior’s lot-viewing in January of 1 996. 
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3] On page 111, Bill refers to “EAC / CQR / Noyes” grading, which implies that their 
opinions officially represent EAC. This is not the case. 

4] In my opinion, we have swung the pendulum past center in the conservative 
grading that has been agreed upon for several years among knowledgeable, 
experienced EAC members, and which has traditionally been called “EAC Grading.” 
We seem to have developed an elitist attitude where “I can grade this coin lower 
than you can” has been interpreted as a badge of expertise. 

Unfortunately, when CQR tries to compile facts from actual transactions, the 
numbers developed are now based on these elitist opinions. A Fine coin sells for 
$100, but the coin is called VG for Jack's compilation and is published as "VG 
$100.” Thereafter, everybody who has a VG piece of this variety expects a price 
around $100. 

CQR is a useful tool so long as it works against a fixed opinion-base of the grade 
of a specific coin. It is my opinion that the opinion-base stated in “The Noyes 
Challenge” and used by the current CQR is not the same as it was a decade ago, 
and is not the same as the commonly-agreed “EAC Grading” we have grown used 
to. 

5] The case of the “overgraded coin” referred to on page 85 is one that warrants 
much less space than it has already been given. I agree with DEL that offering this 
piece as “XF and high CC” at a four-figure price is an exercise in greed. And I also 
agree with BILL that Robbie is a big boy who should not have bitten on this bait. 
That the piece has no claims to XF is agreed by both: Noyes called it “net Fine” and 
Del netted it to bare VF. 

What should be done about the financial hit? The coin realized at auction less 
than a tenth of what Robbie paid. Sorry, that happens. But the question is one to 
be settled or dropped privately between the involved parties: not in an auction 
catalog, and not by third-party commentary. 

6] Finally, we need to focus on the intent of the word “hobby.” and our hobby in 
particular. The purpose of a hobby is enjoyment. Attacks and contention are not 
edifying and are CERTAINLY not enjoyable. 

Thank you Del, thank you Jack, thank you Bill, thank you Denis, for the services you 
keep giving to our hobby. Let’s concentrate, not on contention, but on these 
benefits. 


Philippians 4 : 8 
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MID- ATLANTIC REGIONAL MEETING REPORT 


Ed Masuoka 


The meeting was held at the Suburban Washington-Baltimore Coin 
Show at Festival Hall in Baltimore, Maryland on Saturday March 23, 
1996. The following members and guests were present at the 
meeting: 


After the introductions, Burnett Anderson gave a talk on Swedish 
plate money which was coined from 1644 through 1768. The 
copper plate money was issued by six successive rulers of Sweden 
and was designed to contain the equivalent value of copper as the 
silver money it replaced. Burnett brought several examples of the 1, 
2 and 4 daler denominations, which together totaled more than 10 
pounds of copper. Most of the plate money was from Stora 
Koppaberg, “The Great Copper Mountain”, a company that has been in 
existence from the 1200’s to present and which was one of the 
principal minters of plate money. 

After the talk, there was a brief discussion of the upcoming 
convention. Greg Heim described some of the exhibits that will be 
shown at the meeting. There was also a discussion of the possibility 
that Mark Borckardt would be able to bring the copper lots from the 
upcoming Eliasberg auction to the EAC convention to allow 
prospective bidders a chance to view the early American copper lots 
early. 


Ed Masuoka 


John Brady 
Frank Jozapaitis 
Lisa Heim 

vJLUai l VV ilgllL 

Bob Van Ryzin 


William Hoos 
Frank Goss 
Burnett Anderson 
John Weibei 


Ed Stoebenan 


Greg Heim 
Curt Frantz 
John Lewis 
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
ON THE 1996 EAC ELECTION 

The results of the election of National Officers and Regional Officers was reported to the Board at its 
meeting on May 4, 1996 and to the membership in attendance at the Annual Meeting on May 5 in 
Philadelphia. The election results are as follows: 

NATIONAL ELECTION 


President 

Vice President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Rasmussen 149 

Wells 

97 

Loring 86 

Wright 140 

Reinhardt 1 

Peters 

59 

Valenziano 70 

Peters 1 


REGIONAL ELECTION 


Region Chairman Secretary Region Chairman Secretary 


1 

Spingam 

11 

Trostel 

12 

5 

Apelian 

40 

Tomasko 

43 

2 

Demling 

15 

Tiyol 

15 

6 

Coleman 

15 

Victor- 

McCawley 

15 

3 

Masuoka 

28 

Eckberg 

26 

7 

Valentine 

27 

Anderson 

27 

4 

Grellman 

11 

Weathers 

9 






160 ballots were receiyed by the deadline date of April 15. 

All of the ballots were yalid. No ballots 


were receiyed after April 15. The total yotes for any particular national office will not add to the 160 
yalid ballots because some members chose not to yote for certain offices. The regional totals are much 
smaller than the national totals because a member may yote only for officers to represent the region in 
which the member resides. 


Respectfully submitted for the 
Nominating Committee, 



Daniel W. Holmes, Jr. 
Chairman 
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PATIENTLY YOURS 


John G. Fettinger and Robert W. Meyer 
1 5 Dellwood Road, Norwich, CT 06360 
Phone: (860) 887 - 8747 


If you collect early date large cents and own at least fifteen percent of the 354 known 
varieties, your collection should be in THE SCORE. Participation is not mandatory but it does 
amount to common sense in collecting these very uncommon cents. THE SCORE not only 
indicates how your collection compares with other collections but also lists who has what and 
the grade levels available. This information provides a new dimension of enjoyment and 
camaraderie to collecting large cents. 

When you joined EAC, you were aware of the potential for learning about early copper 
that membership insured. However, this benefit is dependent upon the degree of information- 
sharing between members. 

Sharing is what THE SCORE is all about. You share with us and we share with you. We 
are not gathering information for a book; we don't sell coins; our mailing list is completely 
confidential and THE SCORE is absolutely free. 

After ten years of sharing information with those who keep us advised of their early date 
progress, we stilt look forward to including your collection in THE SCORE. A copy of the last 
edition and subsequent issues await your response. 

For your convenience, we have enclosed the new Dan Holmes’ report form. We hope 
this prompts your early reply. If you also decide to use this form for future updates, please 
circle all new changes as only those so indicated will be entered into our records. 

Editor’s note: The report form is enclosed as an unnumbered sheet at the end of this issue of 
Penny-Wise . 




MEETING NOTICE 

ATTENTION! ACHTUNGI ATENCION! important EAC Meeting Saturday 13 July 

The T'' California Copper Congregation will convene at 11 :0D AM in Santa Rosa. 

All EAC Members - especially recent members - are encouraged to attend and participate. 

Attending will be our new Region 7 Officers, Chairman Jan Valentine and Secretary Dale 
Anderson. Each is especially interested in receiving your input for making EAC a responsive and 
membership-friendly association. 

Be not intimidated with aspects of “copper speak." Whether your native tongue is Colonial, Half 
Cent, or Large Cent, translators fluent in the other tongues will be available. 
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Display cases to protect and show off recent acquisitions from Robbie Brown’s Sale, the EAC 
Convention, Eliasberg Sale, or other notable events will be offered. 

Everyone who plans to attend, please let Jan, Dale, or me know by June 30, so we may arrange 
for a convenient and comfortable meeting location. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Bill Weber, EAC #41 1 
P.Q. Box 204 

Fulton, CA 95439 - 0204 
[707] 545 - 2055 

Chairman Jan Valentine 

2966 Soscol Avenue #76 
Napa, CA 94558 
Tel. [707] 252 - 3383 

Secretary Dale Anderson 

P.Q. Box 12160 
San Luis Obispo, CA 
93406 

Tel. [805] 781 -3092 

Please contact with questions or any suggestions for making Region #7 more collector-friendly. 


REGION #7 
West 

[CA, ID, MT. OR, 
UT, WA, and WY] 
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EAC LIBRARY LIST - 1 996 
Mabel Ann Wright, Librarian 


EAC maintains a lending library of material related to its members' copper interests. 
Six-week loans are available to current EAC members. Requestors should send a check for $5 
[payable to Mabel Ann Wright] to cover postage, packaging, and insurance. Larger requests 
may require more. 

The borrower is responsible for return costs and taking good care of the loaned 
materials. Junior members should include a note from parent / guardian assuming 
responsibility for the loan. Please send requests with NAME, ADDRESS [prefer street address 
so 1 can use UPS], EAC Number, TELEPHONE number, and CHECK 

to: Mabel Ann Wright, EAC Library 

1468 Timberlane Drive 
St. Joseph. Ml 49085 

BOOK LIST 

Adams Collection of US LC’s of 1 794 - Bowers & Merena, 1 982 

American Colonial History, Contemporary Medals - Betts 
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American Half Cents - Cohen, I®** and 2'’'' editions 

American Political Badges and Medalets 1789 - 1892 - Sullivan 

Attribution Articles 1816-1 839 - Wright [from P-W 1975-1979] 

Attribution Guide; Early Date EC’s & HC’s - Murphy 

Attribution Guide for US EC’s 1 840 - 1 857 - Grellman S. Reiver 

America’s Copper Coinage 1 783 - 1 857 - ANS Conference 1 984 

Bibliography of American Numismatic Auction Catalogs 1 828 - 1 857 -- Attinell 
(Quarterman Reprint] 

The CENT Book 1816-1 839 - Wright [1992] 

Cents of the US - Doughty [1 890] 

Cleaning & Preservation of Coins & Medals - Weltler & Curto (Durst reprint] 
Cleaning Coins - Mervis [Hewitt’s Numisinfo Series] 

Coinage of the Americas - ANS [1973] 

Coins of New Jersey - Maris 

Comprehensive Guide to Am. Colonial Coinage - Durst 
Copper Coins of Massachusetts - Ryder 
Copper Quotes by Robinson - Robinson 
Counterfeiting in Colonial America - Scott 
Early American Cents - Sheldon [1948] 

Early American Coppers Anthology - Reprints [Durst] 

Early Coins of America - Crosby 
Early Paper Money of America - Newman 
Encyclopedia of US Coins - Breen 
Encyclopedia of US Half Cents - Breen 

Forgotten Coins of North American Colonies - Anton & Kesse 
Fractional Money - Carothers 
Fugio Cents - Kessler 

Guide Book of US Coins - Yeoman [the “Red Book’’] 

Hard Times Tokens - Rulau, 1®‘ and editions 
High Profits from Rare Coin Investment - Bowers 
History of the First US Mint - Stewart 
History of US Coinage Ulus by Garrett Coll’n - Bowers 
Historic Tours, the Denver Mint - Eitemiller 
Identification of Feutchwanger Cents - Koutsoures 
Illustrated History of the US Mint - Evans 
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Making Money; Rogues & Rascals -- Rochette 

Mature Head US Copper Cents 1 843 - 1 857 -- Reiver (1 980] 

Medallic Portraits of Washington - Baker [Quarterman reprint) 

Money of Pre-Federai America - ANS Conference [1991] 

Monographs on US LC’s 1 793 - 1 794 - Reprints, ed. by Adams 
Monographs on US LC’s 1795 - 1803 - Reprints, ed. By Loring 
Names with Notes -- Smith (1 992] 

Official ANA Grading Standards for US Coins - ANA 
The Other Side of the Coin - Rochette 

Penny Whimsy - Sheldon [1 793 - 1 81 4 LC's] orig S. Durst reprint 
Plates of LHLow’s Hard Times Tokens - Adams [Q’man reprint] 

US Copper Cents 1816-1 857 - Newcomb (Quarterman reprint] 

US Large Cent Anthology - Lapp & Silberman 
US Mint and Coinage - Taxay 

Money of the American Colonies and Confederation - Mossman [ANS, 1993] 
New Jersey Copper Symposium handouts, Oct. 1 995 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Penny-Wise - all issues 1967 - now. Loaned in 5-year segments at $5 / 
segment [over 2000 pages / segment], also on CD-ROM. 

The Colonial Newsletter - all issues 1960 - now. Whole set is over 1400 1- 
sided pages. 

History of EAC, the First 20 years - Smith [1 986] 

Photos: Color by Noyes, 1 793 - 1 839 LC's [over 6,000]. Loans by variety or by 
year. 

Photos: B/W by Wright, 1816-1 839 LC's [over 1 ,000], Loaned by year or the 
whole series. 

Photos: Nagy plates of Maris’ NJ Electrotypes - Anton 
Slides: ANS Slide Presentation with Cassette 
Slides: Major type set of US Cents - Wright 
Slides: Death of a Die - Reiver 
Slides; Varieties of 1 794 LC’s - Ewing for ANS 
Slides; America’s Copper 1 783 - 1 857 - Doty for ANS 
ANS Inventory of US Cents -ANS: Xerox or Microfilm 

Auction Catalogues: Most major offerings of early US coppers since the 1 960's 
and a few earlier, originals or Xerox copies, many with PRL, a few 
hardbound. Ask about specific catalogues. 
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Others; Ask - We may have it. If not, we may be able to find it or tell you 
where you can find it. 

The EAC Library *DOES* take donations. Please write and ask before 
sending anything. We don’t want to “bulk up” on stuff our members don’t 
borrow or of which we have several copies. Author-donations of their new 
copper-works are always welcome. Money contributions should be by 
check to “EAC” and designated for the EAC Library. We can use these to 
buy what our readers ask for that we lack and isn’t donated. 

Thank you, and happy reading. 
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ROD BURRESS, EAC #109 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, OH 45215 

FOR SALE; 


#4 Soft jeweler’s brush $8.50 each 

Jeweler’s tissue 4x4 Box of 1 ,000 sheets $7.50 250 sheets $2.50 

Xylol - 4 ox. Bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips $3.00 

Wooden Stick Q-tips $4.50 per 500 $8.50 per 1 ,000 

Blue Ribbon Coin Conditioner 2 oz. Bottle 

Cast Iron Notary Seal Machine converted to make aluminum 

foil pressings - medium size $34.00 large size $37.00 
Notary Press - unconverted - for the do-it-yourselfer med. $1 7.00 Ig. $1 9.00 
Double Row Coin Storage Box for 2 x 2 holders 1 4 inches long 

premium quality heavy duty 103 wgt. Pasteboard-Color Red or Black $4.25 ea. 
Heavy Duty 28 lb. 2 x 2 coin envelopes colors GRAY, BROWN, or WHITE 
box of 500 $1 0.00 Send SASE for sample. 

Cotton liners 100 percent soft cotton flannel interest. Fit inside 

standard 2x2 coin envelopes. Send SASE for sample $20.00 per hundred 
VIGOR 1 0X Triplet magnifying glass very high quality optics extra wide 

13/16 inch lens best glass on market to my knowledge $39.00 each w/cord 
Sulfur ointment 10% 1+ oz. Jar $2.50 

Attribution guides for Matron Head Cents 1816-35 37 pgs $4.00 


Add $3.50 per order ($4.00 for western states) for shipping. Shipment by UPS - you 
must give a street address, not deliverable to P.O. Box number. 
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Mv EAC Convention Experience 


Mike Packard 

Did you ever hear about the contest where first prize was a week in Philadelphia 
and second prize was two weeks? Well, if the EAC Convention ran two weeks, 
I would hope to win second prize! It was a great convention and the convention 
co-chairmen (Don Valenziano and Ed Masuoka), the hotel, and all the others 
who worked on the sales catalogue, exhibited or found exhibitors, planned the 
educational forums, participated in the three happenings (half cent, cent, and 
colonial), helped with registration and the showing of auction lots, or helped set 
up and tear down the bourse are to be congratulated. It was a job well done. 

My EAC convention began last October when I sent Harry Salyards a list of the 
coins to be included in the 1996 half cent happening. Unfortunately, I did not 
notice that the last variety (1850 C-1, B-1) was not included. Neither was it 
included in the January 1996 P-W . and nothing was published in the March 
edition. My apologies to all those who were left wondering. 

In April, I began making pocket pieces to give to officers, friends, and others 
who ask for them. I am sure I made close to 100 this year, and my stock of 
cull and dateless cents has dwindled to less than 20 coins. If you have some 
cull, holed, or damaged cents to donate (or sell cheap) I would appreciate 
hearing from you. 

I had intended helping Terry Hess, Ed Masuoka, and some other EACers load a 
truck with cases and lamps for the bourse on Wednesday afternoon, but didn’t 
make it. Sony, guys. On Thursday, I picked Terry up in Falls Church, VA, 
and drove to Ed Masuoka’ s home. Terry drove the truck to Philadelphia, while 
Ed and I drove to Catonsville, MD, to pick up Jan Valentine, who took the 
opportunity to combine the convention with a visit with one of his brothers. We 
never did catch up with Terry and found him at the hotel. He told us that we 
could not set up the bourse until Friday morning because the hotel had another 
function in the ballroom Thursday night. 

While Jan tried to get a couple of cots for our four-person room, I sat and 
talked with several old friends in the hotel lobby (including Bob Yuell, Lanny 
Reinhardt, Tom Rinaldo, John and Mabel Ann Wright, George Trostel, Dan 
Holmes, George Waingold, Ken Seachman, Mac MacDonald, and numerous 
others). It was good to see them all. John Peters made it to the convention 
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after a two-year hiatus. Good to see you in our midst again, John. The group 
consisted mostly of large cent collectors, but there were strong contingents of 
half cent and colonial collectors too. Unfortunately, a couple of half cent 
regularS“Bill Weber and Gene Braig— had conflicts and could not attend the 
convention this year. Jan finally got our room situation straightened out (one of 
the four of us found other accommodations) and we were able to dump our bags 
(and my minting equipment and books) in the room and clean up a little. It was 
then back down to the lobby and more conversation until hospitality time. 

I got conscripted (along with John Peters, Ed Masuoka, and Shirley Valenziano, 
and a couple of others) to help attendees register, pass out programs, provide 
name tags, etc. It was fun. We met almost everyone attending Thursday’s 
activities, but we missed talking to all the EACers once they went inside to the 
hospitality room. 

Soon enough, it was time for the Happenings (my thanks to George Trostel, Bill 
Tivol, and others for setting up the room). All three Happenings were in one 
room this year. That made it much easier to move about and see everything, 
but it also made it somewhat more difficult to control traffic. For example, it is 
traditional at Half Cent Happenings for each exhibitor and guest to introduce 
herself or himself There was just too much noise for this to work effectively in 
Philly. This year, the Half Cent Happening included the 1796s and Dr. 

Edwards’ copies, the 1809 C-4 and C-6, the 1849 and 1850 circulation strikes. 
There were 24 exhibitors, the most, I believe, that we have ever had. 

Once the first 1796 half cent was laid down, there was a rush to view the coins 
for this year. I finally had to pull rank and close that table while the exhibitors 
put out their specimens. We needed to get an accurate count of how many 
coins there were so the monitors could keep an accurate count throughout the 
evening. Once I opened the table the rush was on again. The crowd at the 
table could have been reduced if we had put the “no poles” on one table and the 
“with poles” on another, but a couple of exhibitors of the higher graded pieces 
asked if we could put them on one table to make it easier for them to keep track 
of their own coins. I agreed. 

The 1796s were the hit of the evening at the half cent tables and there was a 
constant stream of viewers. There were eight “no pole” specimens on display 
but one was an electro. If you viewed the “no poles” and did not pick up the 
electro (edge seam showing in places, somewhat grainy surfaces, and a mushy 
appearance) you need to learn how to spot them. It could get expensive (for 
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you) if you do not. We had three of the finest specimens (and a picture of a 
fourth, the Eliasberg coin) on display along with four additional specimens. 
Given that the population of “no poles” is only 19, I’d say we had a pretty good 
turnout. I received only 12 preference sheets this year, but the favorites among 
those who voted were the Whitney coin followed closely by the McGuigan and 
Tettenhorst coins. The Mike Demling and Jon Lusk coins rounded out the top 
five. 

The “with pole” 1796s were also well represented. There were 13 coins on 
display, but again one was an electro. Thus we had 12 of the about 100 known 
specimens. (I, who have no 1796, would have been proud to be the owner of 
any of them (except, perhaps, the electro)). The Reale specimen was slightly 
favored over the McGuigan coin. The Whitney coin was the third most favored 
and the Tettenhorst and Tom Reynolds coins tied for fourth. 

There were five Dr. Edwards’ copies on display and Tettenhorst’ s coins easily 
took the top five places in the preference rankings. 

On the 1809 C-4 variety, Tettenhorst’ s coin easily bested Mark Hays’ which 
was solidly in second place. The Peters and McGuigan coins were third and 
fourth, respectively. The coins of Mike Demling and Mike Packard tied for 
fifth. 

The 1809 C-6 variety was no contest. Tettenhorst’ s coin was favored by a 
landslide, while McGuigan’ s attractive specimen was well ahead of Rick 
Coleman’s, Gino Sanfilippo’s, and Bob YuelTs. 

The Tettenhorst and McGuigan specimens tied for most favored amongst the 
1849 C-1, B-4 examples on display. These were followed, in order of 
preference by the Steve Ellsworth, Jon Lusk, and Franklin Noel coins. We were 
also treated to several examples of the “original” 1849 proofs because of my 
error in the announcement. On the other hand, there were only three examples 
of the 1850 braided hair half cent on display, so I elected to drop this variety 
from the preference listing. (The decision was made easy because my own coin 
was consistently ranked third of the three.) 

Two half cent collectors who regularly attend and participate in the Half Cent 
Happening— Bill Weber and Gene Braig— were not able to be here this year. I 
think the least they could have done was to send their Happening coins with 
other members so that the rest of us would have the benefit of viewing 
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additional high grade examples of these varieties. Shame on you two. On the 
other hand, their absence allowed other half cent collectors to earn third, fourth, 
or fifth positions for one or more of the varieties. Those of us fortunate enough 
to squeeze into the top five thank you for your absence. 

I have been actively involved with the Half Cent Happening for 10 years now 
(1987-1996), and I announced that it was time to turn the event over to other 
half cent collectors. Fortunately, Rick Coleman and the Heims (Greg and Lisa) 
accepted the leadership roles with enthusiasm. I am confident that they will do 
a fine job and make improvements to the current format. 

After the Happenings were concluded, several of us dismantled the lamps and 
carried them to Terry’s room. I then gave Cath a quick call and went down for 
dinner at the hotel bar. Got a nice sandwich, a slab of carrot cake, and, for 
balance, a diet coke. I enjoyed the hockey game on the tube with Terry, Ed, 
and Franklin Noel, and, at exactly the right moment, made my way to my room 
and floated off to sleep dreaming of all the nice coppers I would see tomorrow- 
after unloading the cases and lamps off the truck. 

My 5:30 a.m. wake-up call arrived on schedule and I dragged myself out of bed, 
cleaned up a little, put on the grubbiest clothes I brought and met Terry, Ed, 
Donnie V., and George Trostel at the loading dock door. We unloaded the 
lamps, lots of show cases, and case cloths, and then put chairs at all the tables. 
Fortunately several other EACers showed up and enthusiastically joined in, so 
the effort did not take too long. The room was almost completely set up as the 
mass of dealers began arriving at 8:00, We needed, however, to carry a few 
additional lamps and auction materials down from the security room and Terry’s 
room before everything was finalized. I wandered the room a little and bought 
a long-desired electronic scale that weighs in grams and grains from Tom 
Rinaldo ($165 plus shipping). At about 8:40 I decided that what I really needed 
was to be more presentable, so it was back to the room for a shower and a 
change of clothes. 

On arriving back at the bourse, I started my rounds of looking at dealers’ coins. 

I saw a nice early die state 1800 half cent but wavered on whether to buy it. 1 
left it and when I decided to buy it about 10 minutes later, I scurried back to the 
dealer who had it for sale but, alas, someone else noted the coin’s fine qualities 
and I was left looking at a newly emptied space in the dealer’s case. 
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I spent the rest of the morning and most of the afternoon (after consuming a 
wonderful Philly cheese steak at an Italian pizza joint across the street from the 
hotel) viewing coins offered for sale and talking with friends old and new. I 
gave John and Mabel Ann their pocket pieces and gave John a curious piece 
with nice surfaces, but a layer of red corrosion under the obverse. When 1 
struck the coin with my punch, a large portion of the obverse surface 
disintegrated. By the time I has struck “EAC 96" at the top of the obverse, 
there was only about 10 percent of the original surface remaining at the bottom. 

I asked John about some other curiosities including an almost blank large cent 
(only a bit of wreath showing) that had square edges and one coin with one 
squared edge and one rounded edge. I showed and gave him an 1850 
large cent with very mushy lettering for his odd and curious exhibit. John said 
he had never seen anything like it, but hypothesized that it had been tumbled in 
a rock polisher. 

I did not buy a coin on Friday but did buy the latest edition of CQR . Jack 
Robinson performs a valuable service to the club by publishing this price guide 
and updating it fairly regularly, even if there are some quibbles over some of 
the prices he lists. It ensures that the prices realized on many transactions will 
be within a reasonable range so that members with CQR can ask and pay a fair 
price for early American copper. 

Thursday night eight of us (Teny Hess, Ed Masuoka, Bill Tivol, Bob Yuell, 
John Peters, Frank Goss, Joe Kane, and I) went catty-comer from the hotel and 
dined in a very acceptable (but not, to my mind, outstanding) Chinese 
restaurant. We had a good meal and good fellowship. I would have liked to 
have taken a nice walk after dinner because the weather was so pleasant, but the 
educational fomm was scheduled to start at 7 p.m. and I did not want to be late. 
Next to the Half Cent Happening and talking with fiiends, the educational fomm 
is the most enjoyable part of the convention for me. 

Three early members of EAC (Herb Silberman (the founding father of EAC), 
Jules Reiver (noted numismatic author, authenticator, cataloguer, and expert on 
all early American coins (well, certainly the copper and silver coins)), and Bob 
Schonw alter (EAC and ANS stalwart)) were scheduled to speak, but health 
problems kept Bob away and Herb did not make it for reasons I never knew. 1 
certainly hope both are well. 


-167- 


XXX / 1 74 


I like to sit up front for the educational forum and was seated front row, center 
when Don Valenziano asked if I would introduce Jules since the person 
scheduled to make introductions was unexpectedly absent. I enthusiastically 
agreed and made some hasty notes about Jules’ numismatic contributions and 
accomplishments. He was the founder of the Bust Dollar club and co-founder 
of the John Reich Society. He joined EAC very early, wrote numerous articles 
and notes for Penny-Wise , wrote five editions of the attribution g;uide on late 
date cents (before Bob Grellman joined the effort he now leads). Jules wrote 
attribution guides for half dimes, early quarter dollars, and reeded edge half 
dollars, and he is a member of the Commemorative Coinage Council to Advise 
Congress (CCCAC), which advises the Congress on commemorative coin issues. 
Jules was also a cataloguer for Stack’s (including the Floyd T. Starr Collection 
sale in 1984) and Superior, and he served as broker for the private sale of 
several notable collections including the Bareford half cents. I know I left out 
(and am leaving out) many of his other accomplishments, but I hope you get the 
gist that he has been around for a while and has made numerous contributions to 
our hobby. 

After my introduction, Jules took the podium. His first statement was to relay 
best wishes to the group from George Raymont who was unable to attend the 
convention. George is also an early member of EAC and was the person who 
got Jules interested in collecting early American coins by die variety. That 
interest has taken Jules quite far in the hobby. 

Jules then related how lucky we were to have three dedicated volunteers who 
established and perfected Penny-Wise (Dr. Warren Lapp, Herb Silberman, and 
Bill Parks who edited, supported, and printed and mailed P-W for the first 15+ 
years of its existence). Jules praised Herb for starting such a wonderful 
organization. He also informed us of how lucky we were to have numerous 
members contribute to the journal and to freely dispense the knowledge they 
have picked up over the years. As Jules said, that is one of the major reasons 
EAC is such a strong numismatic group today. 

Jules then related how he came to have EAC membership number 5. He said he 
joined EAC early in its life, but for some reason, he did not get one of the first 
76 numbers designating charter members, even though he had paid his dues 
before many of the “official” charter members had. He ended up with 
membership number 101. A few years later, EAC discovered that several 
charter members had died or lost interest in the group. EAC was having 
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some financial problems at the time, so the leaders decided to let members with 
high numbers buy a lower number. This allowed several early members with 
membership numbers above 76 to gain a lower number and also brought needed 
funds into the treasury. 

Jules talked some about early EAC meetings which were, and continue to be, 
held at the ANA conventions. He recalled that once he and Del Bland had a 4 
hour argument about the merits of a particular 1818 N-4. Jules ultimately 
decided he wanted to buy the coin and offered Del more than Del was asking 
which led to additional arguments. 

He said he and George Raymont used to rent the largest available room at the 
ANA convention hotel so EACers would have a place to sit and chat. He 
described the earliest EAC bourse as a group of EACers sitting at a large round 
table with W. C. Blaisdell pulling out box after box of early coppers and 
deciding which coins to show. Everyone else at the table waited and drooled 
with anticipation of seeing one of BlaisdelTs wonder coins. 

Jules talked about how he came to write his attribution guide for late date cents. 
He said he started with Frank Andrew’s method (“An Arrangement of United 
States Large Cents 1816-1857 for the Assistance of Collectors,” 1883) and 
added observations of his own. He sold out five editions of his attribution guide 
then joined forces with Bob Grellman, who now carries on the work. He said 
that a friend of his is setting up a computer program to attribute late dates. 

You will type in the year and then the six digits for the placement of the date 
and the computer will list the most likely varieties with additional attribution 
points to look for. Jules thinks that computer programs will make attribution 
much easier in the future but will also take most of the romance out of 
attributing old coppers. 

Jules then encouraged others to talk about the early days and both Denis Loring 
and Don Groves told some nice stories. Denis related that while participating in 
a three-way whist match, all three participants put down identical 1798 S-182's. 
They all agreed that the coins were equally nice and that they all tied on the 
score, but then came the problem of getting the right coin back to each owner. 
They could not tell the coins apart so each took one and all were satisfied. To 
this day, no one knows if they got their own coin back. Jules then related about 
when he and Denis were whisting 1794s, they came to the S-52s and Denis 
insisted his coin was the better and Jules said “OK”. After the match, Denis 
wanted to trade his S-52 for Jules’ but Jules decided to keep his own coin. 


-169- 


XXX / 1 74 


Don Groves talked about the time he first met Dr. Sheldon. He had arranged to 
buy a 1793 chain cent from the Dr., who lived close to the ANS in Harlem, but 
he decided he needed some assistance to ensure the coin was as described. He 
arranged to pick up Walter Breen. Don met Dr. Sheldon who passed on some 
rules for nurturing old coppers. As Don recalled, a couple of the rules were (1) 
brush your coins, but not too much or too often and (2) it was ok, and even 
encouraged, to put some substances on your coins, but you must not put other 
substances on them. By and by. Dr. Sheldon went into a back room to get the 
chain cent and came out rubbing it in a chamois. Don showed the coin to 
Walter who told him the coin was a 50, not a 60 as advertised, but that the price 
was a good one for a 50 coin of this variety. Don bought the coin and has 
always been grateful that he did. 

The Forum closed with a tribute to Bob Schonwalter by Greg Heim and a nice 
stoiy by Don Groves about Herb Silberman’s acumen as a geologist. Herb, it 
appears, looked at a satellite photograph of some land Don owned in upstate 
New York and told him there was oil on the land. Don had noticed oil slicks 
on ponds and streams on his property for years but thought they were caused by 
someone dumping used oil. It turned out that these were caused by oil seeping 
up through the ground to the surface of his land. 

After the Educational Forum, I moseyed down to the hotel lobby yet again and 
joined a group with Tom Reynolds, Harry Salyards, John Wright and one other 
person I do not now recall. I mostly talked with Tom, who told me about the 
“easy” life of a show dealer. I then asked how he prices coins and he said it 
depends on whether he owns the coins or has them on consignment. There 
often is not much room to negotiate on consigned coins or even some of his 
own. However, on other coins of his, he has some room to negotiate. 

I asked, in part, because I had seen a 1788 Mass cent in his case that would be 
a nice upgrade for the piece in my own collection. If I could get it for 
somewhat less that the advertised price, so much the better. I had seen several 
nice Mass coppers on the bourse that day, but this was the one I like most that 
was within my budget. Tom Rinaldo, Jim Skalbe, Jack Beymer, and Tony 
Carlotto also had some nice Mass coppers, but some were too dear and the 
others did not speak to me like Tom’s coin did. I told Tom I would be by early 
Saturday because I was very interested in the Mass cent. We talked some more 
and at about 11:30 I retired for the night. 

(To be continued) 


•k-k'k'k'k'k'kir-k'k'k-k'k- 


-' 170 - 


1996 EAC LARGE CENT HAPPENING RESULTS 

Jan Valentine and Dale Anderson 


The following people are the winners at thie year’s EAC Large Cent Happening. We would 
like to thank all exhibitors and table monitors. Any suggestions for future Large Cent 
Happening varieties should be directed to Jan or Dale. 


1 795 Sheldon-80 

#1 

Denis Loring 


#2 

L.Michael Lawrence 


#3 

Steve Ellsworth 


#4 

Steve Ellsworth 


#5 

John Wright 

1807 Sheldon-271 

#1 

Denis Loring 


#2 

Wes Rasmussen 


#3 

Steven Ellsworth 


#4 

John Wright 


#5 

Steven Ellsworth 

1818 Newcomb-4 

#1 

Wes Rasmussen 


#2 

March Wells 


#3 

John Wright 


#4 

Chuck Heck 


#5 

John Wright 

1 829 Newcomb-7 

#1 

Wes Rasmussen 


#2 

John Wright 


#3 

March Wells 


#4 

John Wright 


#5 

John Wright 

1 845 Newcomb-7 

#1 

Wes Rasmussen 


#2 

March Weils 


#3 

Bill Tivol 

1 849 Newcomb-3 

#1 

Wes Rasmussen 


#2 

Steven Ellsworth 


#3 

Wes Rasmussen 


#4 

John Wright 


#5 

Joe Whipple 
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Minutes of the 1995 EAC Annual Meeting 
Philadelphia, PA - 5/5/96 

The meeting was called to order by President Wes Rasmussen at 9:05 A.M. 

The usual round of introductions followed. 

Wes acknowledged and thanked a number of people who assisted with the 
convention : 

Convention chairs: Don Valenziano, Ed Masuoka. 

Half Cent Happening: Mike Packard. 

Large Cent Happening: Jan Valentine. 

Colonial Happening: Dennis Wierzba. 

Educational Forum: Ray Williams. The new video display was noted. 

Exhibits: Greg and Lisa Heim. 

Bourse: Terry Hess. 

EAC sale: Tom Reynolds, cataloger; Ed Masuoka, Bob Grellman, Dale 

Anderson, Denis Loring, Bob Vail, Wes Rasmussen, and Steve Fisher. 

Penny-Wise : Harry Salyards, Wes Rasmussen. 

Dan Holmes presented the election results. A full report appears in this 
issue of P-W . 

Wes presented a plague to immediate past president Phil Ralls in gratitude 
for his six years of service as EAC president. 

Charles Davis announced the 1996 EAC Literary Award: To Superior Stamp 

and Coin for the Robinson S. Brown, Jr. (”RSB2") catalog. 

Harry Salyards announced that there was no 1996 EAC Editor's Award. 

The membership. Treasurer's, and Editor's reports, election results, and 
prices realized for the EAC sale have or will appear in Penny-Wise . 

Mark Borckardt reported on the progress of the Breen book on early date 
cents. The book will be available for sale at the 1997 EAC convention. 

Future EAC conventions: 

1997: April 17-20, Plaza hotel. Las Vegas 

1998: April 2-5 (tentative), 57 Park Plaza hotel, Boston 

1999: open for bids 

EAC members attending EAC conventions are urged to stay at the convention 
hotels, to give EAC credits toward the cost of function rooms. They are also 
urged to consign coins to the EAC sale, which provides most of the funding. 

Board of Governors actions: 

Accepted the resignation of controller Ed Kahn. The position is open. 

Voted to retain the current level of dues. 

Authorized Lee Kuntz to prepare a medallion commemorating the 30th 
anniversary of EAC. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 A.M. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Denis W. Loring 
National Secretary 
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ROSTER OF ATTENDANCE - E.A.C. ANNUAL MEETING 

Philadelphia, May 5, 1996 


Wes Rasmussen 
John D. Wright 
Mabel Ann Wright 
Mark Borckardt 
Dale Anderson 
Steven Ellsworth 
Ed Jasper 
Lisa Heim 
Howard Barrow 
John Peters 
George Waingold 
Charlie Davis 
Dan Argyro 
Al Bennett 
Tony Matthews 
J. Koar 
Mike Demling 
Fred Lake 
Jack Beymer 
Walter Reed 
Dianna Moore 
Joak Widok 
Mike Bristow 
James Goudge 
George Trostel 
Darvin Palmer 
Lanny Reinhardt 
Gerry Maas 
Jae Kane 
Tom Turissini 
Anthony Anthony 
Donna Levin 


Denis Loring 
Chris mcCawley 
Judy Rasmussen 
Jan Valentine 
John Griffee 
Ed Masuoka 
Jack robinson 
Mike Packard 
Rick Coleman 
Mike Fedde 
Bob Grellman 
Steven Haydon 
Bob Klosterboer 
Mitch Mitchell 
Ed Miller 
H. Craig Hamling 
Tom Reynolds 
Don Weathers 
Sondra Beymer 
Robert Howden 
Will Nipper 
Don Valenziano 
Linda Bristow 
Craig McDonald 
Jerry Wienzierl 
Stan Stephens 
Bob Miller 
Mac MacDonald 
Terry Hess 
John Cloutier 
Dan Holmes 
Harry Salyards 


Anthony Terranova 
Stephen Fischer 
Ray Williams 
March Wells 
Mark Switzer 
Stu Hodge 
Hue To 
Greg Heim 
Gene Reale 
John Lusk 
Chuck Heck 
Bim Gander 
Phil Ralls 
Tom Rinaldo 
Bill Mitchell 
Mark hays 
Kathy Reynolds 
Ken Kugler 
Del Bland 
Phil Moore 
Rod Widok 
Shirley Valenziano 
Neil Rothschild 
Joel Spingarn 
Doug Bird 

Christopher B. Young 
Jim McGuigan 
Bill Tivol 

Fred H. Borcherdt 
Rod Burress 
David Palmer 
R. Tettenhorst 




OBITUARY 


Early American Coppers, Inc. was saddened to learn of the passing away of long-time 
member Mr. W. 0. Hubbard (EAC #2002) of Moberly, Missouri. We extend to his wife and 
family our heartfelt sympathies. 
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NEW CANDIDATES FOR EAC MEMBERSHIP 


The following persons have applied for membership in EAC since the last issue 
of P-W . Provided that no adverse comments on any particular individual are received by 
the Membership Committee before the May issue of P-W. all will be declared elected to 
full membership at that time. Chairman of the Membership Committee is Rod Burress, 
9743 Leacrest, Cincinnati, Ohio 4521 5. 


NAME 

Chris Morse 
John McIntyre 
Jennifer Conti 
Virginia L. Smith 
James Winterbauer 
Wayne Kankelberg 
Kurt D. Smith 
Mark Carroll 
Richard P. Bilak 
Joe Karpa 
Charles P. Miller 
Frank Aden, Jr. 

Dale L. Dye 
Victoria ranucci 
Leon Majors 
Nels Anderson 
Salvatore Palumbo 
Thomas Katsul 
Harold Edwards 
Joseph A. Medio, Jr. 
Harry Coats 
Lloyd Lewis 


CITY. STATE 

MEMBER# 

Somerville. MA 

4380 

Arvada. CO 

4381 

Bayonne, NJ 

4382 

Bedford Twp, Ml 

4383 

St. Paul. MN 

4384 

Vancouver, WA 

4385 

Attica. Ml 

4386 

Irvine, CA 

4387 

Anchorage. AK 

4388 

bristol, PA 

4389 

Homeland, CA 

4390 

Boise, ID 

4391 

Iowa City, I A 

4392 

Reston, VA 

4393 

Hebron, MD 

4394 

Framingham, MA 

4395 

Great Neck, NY 

4396 

Hastings. Ml 

4397 

Perryville, KY 

4398 

Landisville, NJ 

4399 

Sioux Falls, SD 

4400 

Dayton, OH 

4401 
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MORE ON LARGE CENT KEGS 

Q. David Bowers 


The illustration which follows is an enlarged print of a photograph taken by 
Underwood & Underwood at the Philadelphia Mint, circa 1903. This is in 
response to Jim Hart's very nice article in the March issue of Penny-Wise, at 
pp. 59 - 61 . “The Large Cent Keg.” 

Careful examination of the kegs shows that these are apparently of the 
regular commercial variety, have bungholes at the center (for the tapping of 
liquids), and thus were probably purchased by the Mint from some cooper in the 
area rather than having been specially made up. The kegs seem to be rather 
banged up, indicating that they were probably reused. 

Of course, kegs used during the large cent era might have been different. 
However, I doubt if they were any if much bigger than the ones shown here, 
simply because they would have to be handled. Probably in 1 903 the kegs were 
filled with cloth bags containing newly-minted specimens of different 
denominations, then sealed, with labels pasted on the end of each barrel 
identifying the contents. They were then probably shipped by rail to the sub- 
treasury - the early equivalent of the Federal Reserve. 

During the large cent era, cents were also sent in kegs, but as railroads did 
not come on stream until the late 1 830s, other methods such as wagons must 
have been used earlier (plus for a short period, canal boats). The original 1 9th 
century description of the Randall hoard states that the cents were shipped in 
a small keg, and it would be easy to think that in the age before the railroad, kegs 
were smaller than shown here. 

Editor’s Note: 

I have recently seen contemporary evidence that each large cent keg 
contained $1 30 in cents, at least in 1 804. Because the document which reveals 
this is currently on the market, I am not at liberty to give further details. 1 3,000 
cents would tally well with the long-held estimates for each Randall hoard keg, 
and would weigh - exclusive of the weight of the wood-and-metal keg itself - 
141 .57 kilograms, or just over 312 pounds. Even allowing for rolling the kegs as 
a part of their transport, some lifting would necessarily have been involved: and 
this seems like a reasonable maximum for two men to handle. 


**-*********** 
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NUMISMATIC NOSTALGIA 

Carl C. Honore 


Before Sheldon 

In the course of research 1 happened across this advertisement in Numismatic 
Scrapbook Magazine for May 15,1 944. For the benefit of new members to EAC, this ad 
features attributable large cents using numbering systems prior to Dr. Sheldon’s system. 
These include Hays, Chapman, and Proskey-Doughty. Also noted are the mixed Andrews and 
Newcomb numbers for middle and late dates. You really have to be on your toes here! 


<£ahqsL (^SLni&u 



493— 1794 Hays 7B. C-31. VG . 5.00 

494 — 1794 Hays 17. Very fine. 12. 50 

495— 1794 Hays 35. Fine 6.00 

496 — 1797 Doughty 99. Ex. F.. 15.00 

497 — 1800 Not in Doughty. Ob- 
verse new. Rx. D.154. VF. 10.00 

498 — 1801 Doughty 156. N.6. 
Three errors. Very fine.. 25. 00 

499— 1801 Doughty 158. VF... 5.00 

500 — 1803 Doughty 197. N.22. 

Lge. date & fraction. VF. .50.00 

501 — 1807 Doughty 207. Fine.. 2.00 


502— 1809 Doughty 210. VG... 10.00 

503— 1812 D. 217. L.d. EF 5.50 

504— 1812 D. 219. Fine 2.00 

505 — 1821 Wide date. Very fine. 7.50 

506 — 1821 Wide date. Fine. . . . 2.50 

507 — 1837 Andrews 9. Unc 5.00 

508 — 1838 Andrews 1. Unc.. . . 4.50 

509 — 1838 Andrews 4. Very F.. 1.75 

510 — 1847 A.l. Recut date. EF. 2.00 

511 — 1848 Andrews 1. Extr. F. 2.00 

512 — 1853 Andrews 10. Unc.. . 2.75 

513 — 1853 Newcomb 25. Unc... 2.75 


Large cent ad, from Henry Grunthel, 
Numismatic Scrapbook, May, 1 944 


Of particular interest is item number 497, 1800 Not in Doughty, obverse new, reverse 
0.154. Apparently collectors and dealers did not have a way at that time to label newly 
discovered die varieties. As I mentioned in “The Adventure of the Curious Numbers," the 
Proskey-Doughty numbering system started at the beginning and went all the way through, as 
does the Sheldon system. 

This advertisement is the perfect illustration of why Sheldon’s work is so valuable. You 
do not have to keep track of umpteen numbering systems. The ad is also instructive in that you 
can see all of the different systems mentioned in Penny Whimsy at use in one place. 

By the way, just using the information given in the ad, can you figure out what Sheldon 
Number this piece corresponds to? (This is for beginners.) The answer can be found 
elsewhere in this issue. Hint: There are eleven Sheldon varieties for 1 800 not found in Doughty. 

Announcing . . . 

The January 1944 edition of Numismatic Scrapbook featured the following ad for 
Howard Newcomb’s book on middle and late date large cents. 
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“CEXT COLLECTOR” 

The work of a lifetime finally realized 

Mr. Howard R. IVewcomb’s 
Re-Classification of the Cents 
from 1816 to 1857 

We hereby quote a letter written to Mr. Newcomb which is self explanatory, 
nothing more we can add that will help to influence the sale of this master- 
piece: 

October. 

Collectors of the United States Cents of the years 1816 to 1867 are to be congratulated 
on receiving Howard R, Newcomb’s revision of the 1883 work of Frank D. Andrews. 

Mr. Andrews worked at a time when cent collectors were not as active as they have* 
been in the past twenty to twenty-five years. In his day many of the largest collections 
contained good series of the earlier dates but after 1814 they seemed to be satisfied with 
"one of a date," with the result that the series as a whole was sadly neglected. He did not 
have large and complete collections to study, with the help of the men who made them, so it 
is not surprising that he failed to find many of the varieties we now know. 

For years collectors have been handicapped by the lack of an authoritative work on 
these years, and new discoveries were put in their collections as “Not in Andrews" ; now 
Mr. Newcomb has gathered together all of these “unknowns," described and added to them 
so that the present list of varieties is nearly double that of Andrews. 

By his serious study of the subject, Mr. Newcomb has been able to correct some tjTX)- 
graphical errors in Andrews which have long bothered collectors and, in addition, has been 
able to eliminate varieties that no one, in recent years, at least, has been able to find. 

All honor to Mr. Newcomb for a great piece of work which has been entirely a “labor 
of love." 

GEORGE H. CLAPP, 
Sewickley, Pennsylvania 

Having seen this beautiful manuscript, we were prompted to reproduce in 
its original form. The collector will have an actual replica of the original. 

293 PAGES OF TEXT WITH EXPLANATORY ILLUSTRATIONS 
PLUS — 11 Plates. Size, 9'/2 inches by I 2 V 2 inches. 

Pre-Pnblication Price 

Cloth, $a.00 - De Luxe, $15.00 

LIMITED EDITION. RESERVE YOUR COPY NOW. READY IN FEBRUARY, 1944. 
DISCOUNTS TO DEALERS IN LOTS OF 10 OR MORE. NO APPROVALS SENT. 


Printed Under the Direction of the 

NUMISMATIC REVIEW 

JOS. B. STACK PUBLISHERS MORTON M. STACK 

12 West 46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 

Make Checks Payable to Numismatic Review 

PAGE 16 THE NUMISMATIC SCRAPBOOK MAGAZINE, JANUARY. 1944 

Announcement of Newcomb book, 

Numismatic Scrapbook, January, ^ 944 

It may be noted that although this book was available in January 1 944, some dealers 
obviously had not taken advantage of the re-worked Newcomb numbering system even as late 
as May, judging by the mixed Andrews and Newcomb numbers seen in the first ad. It takes 
quite a while to get used to change! 




★ ★ 


★ 
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MY STORY OF THE DISCOVERY OF 
THE NEW VARIETY OF NEW JERSEY COPPER 
1787, M 42-1/2 -c 

Ed Kucia 


Because of my interest in colonial and state coinage, the local group of coin collectors 
that I hang with have often delegated the task of attributing such coins to me - not because I am 
anywhere near to having the exalted status of “expert" bestowed upon me, but probably 
because I have a fairly decent amount of reference material (Buy the book first, kiddies!] And 
the above-mentioned interest. 

Sometime in October, 1995, one of my friends, a local collector of various U.S. and 
territorial coinage, presented me with a dateless New Jersey copper that he was fairly 
confident had reverse c. I believe that he uses a copy of the Garrett Sale catalogue for variety 
reference. The obverse for this particular piece was not among the Garrett collection. At 
shows he will usually buy coins that are rare in Garrett or not in Garrett. He gets a nice 
number of hits this way. 

After consulting my Breen Encyclopedia, Maris’ reference, Taylor. Norweb, John 
Foreman, Jr. and other various auction catalogues, I arrived at the conclusion that the obverse 
was either a new die or one that had been previously discovered but not listed in any of my 
references. I asked Lisa to verify my deductive process. She concurred. 

My next step was to contact John Griffee by telephone. I described the obverse which 
is quite similar in style to the other dies married to rev. c, but still different. He was unaware 
of any die matching my description. He suggested that I send a pressing to Michael Hodder, 
This I did. 

Mike Hodder wrote back stating that the obverse looked different, and asked if I could 
send the coin itself. This I did. 

A few days later I received a phone call from Mike announcing the exciting news. We 
discussed what to call the variety, and both concluded that 42-1/2 was most likely as the 
layout of the die was closest to obv. 42. Mike’s writeup on the coin, and a photograph, were 
published on page 62 of the March issue of P-W . 

This piece does have a hint of a date. The area of the date is in fairly high relief. My 
opinion is that either the die was made this way, or buckled or failed in some way. In any event, 
the obverse detail is generally better than what would be expected on a dateless coin. 

The coin has changed hands, between two collectors who each wish to remain 
anonymous. 

When I discovered the 1 797, NC-8 cent some years ago, I was sitting down with my 
Penny-Whimsv and a few reference coins. When the realization of what I had dawned on me 
I had to make a bee-line (before 1 called John Wright) to the bathroom. Not this time! I guess 
ownership of a discovery piece has something to do with it. On the other hand, maybe my 
reaction was caused by the chili and burritos all loaded with mucho jalapenos 1 scarfed-up the 
night before! Actually, regarding the NC-8, 1 knew for sure that I had a new variety, and that 
made the difference. 
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LARGE CENTS AND PIES 

Rick Coleman 


As many of you know, I am a collector of half cents. It wasn’t always like that though. 
My Grandmother pulled nine large cents out of her dresser drawer one day about 35 years ago 
and started me on my way toward a lifetime of coin collecting. Since then, I have collected many 
types of coins. I still have a soft spot somewhere for large cents, but have given up collecting 
them. As a result, it is easy for me to have some fun needling large cent collectors. This article 
is for all the large cent collectors in the club. 

Digressing for just a moment, I must explain that after retrieving the nine large cents, 
my Grandmother took them down to the kitchen where she washed them in the sink. 
Fortunately, she used the Brillo pad on only two or three of them. Just as fortunately, there 
were no really rare coins in the group. The S-22Q escaped the Brillo pad. 

My wife has heard the Brillo pad story. She is a collector, researcher, and writer, and 
is continuously searching through old books and periodicals for information on pottery and 
other collectibles. She recently discovered an article in a now defunct magazine called the 
“Spinning Wheel”^ 

“In pre-commercial bakery days, the pie wheel was a rather common household 
gadget often homemade or produced by the local blacksmith or artificer. They 
appear in numerous varieties. Often an old copper one cent piece was used for 
the wheel. Teeth were cut or filed into it and, after drilling the center, it was 
fitted with a wooden handle. Several nearly identical ones exist in the northern 
Berks County area. The dates on the coins do not necessarily give an indication 
of actual age. One dealer has a pie wheel made from a 1795 penny. Because 
it’s “so old” the asking price is $1 DO. Admittedly the pie wheel is old, but not that 
old or that valuable.” 

Certainly this story has the Brillo pad story beat hands down. Even the most dyed-in-the- 
wool collector of scudzy, railroad track large cents will cringe at the thought of that S-79 
dangling at the end of a wooden handle, drilled in the center, the teeth cut into that reeded 
edge, which is now being used to crimp pie crusts! 

^ “Spinning Wheel”, Everybodys Press, Inc., Hanover, Pennsylvania, September, 1970, pp. 28 - 
29. 
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A FIND 

Steve Carr 


It has been almost a year since I “cherry picked” a rare early copper. I was beginning 
to wonder if any more of them were still out there. But during that year, my collecting tastes 
have changed somewhat, and I do not really look hard at those low grade, scudzy coins. Maybe 
that’s the reason I no longer find any R6's. 
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All of that changed recently. At a local coin show, I saw a 1 796 Liberty Cap cent. The 
obverse surfaces were very nice, grading a nice VG. But the rim had several fairly big dents in 
it. I asked to see the coin, and turned the holder over. The reverse was probably a G4 with 
some unevenness of the reverse fields; but “there’s something wrong here,” I said to myself. 
The reverse is upset. Wait a minute, my memory said, that’s an S-9Q. 

I am fairly good at attributing large cents, but my memory is not always perfect in regard 
to characteristics of certain varieties. I have bought more than one large cent, thinking it was 
rare, only to discover later [with the use of my books] that it was a very common variety. Maybe 
I remembered this one wrong, too. So, I got out my home-made quick finder guide to Liberty 
Cap large cents. According to the finder, I had an S-90, but my finders are not always definitive, 
especially on lower grade coins . . . The dealer wanted a VG price for the coin and the edge was 
dented. So, I gave the coin back to the dealer. 

I spent the next half hour looking at the other large cents at the show. Nothing special 
was found. I was looking at a couple of ’’AU” [dealer grade] middle date cents [really VF] when 
it hit me - I had found an S-90. I went back to the dealer. He still had the 1 796, so we 
negotiated a deal and the coin was mine. 

When I got home, I checked it with my Noyes book and sure enough, I had an S-90. it 
is a strong VG8 obverse and a G4 / AG3 reverse, but I netted it AG3 due to the rim dents. 

The moral for me is that there are still some toughies out there. You just have to keep 
your eyes open! 
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AUCTION REVIEW; BRUNK PART ONE 
Finding Counterstamp Heaven 

Garry Apelian 


Counterstamp lovers will get their best shot at finding those rare varieties for their 
collections now that the personal reference collection of Dr. Gregory Brunk is on the block. 
Auctioneer Rich Hartzog has decided to offer this greatest counterstamp collection of all time, 
which features over an amazing 1000 counterstamp coins, in three parts. All of the rare and 
seldom-seen coins; many that are plated in his two books will be offered in this amazing, 
massive collection. 

Part One, which took place November 30, 1 995, was just a small tune-up for the next 
two parts and featured only 1(X) of the 1000 coins. After the sale, in an interview, Mr. Hartzog 
stated that prices were firm but obviously everybody was waiting for the monster coins in the 
next two parts. Still there were some very respectable half cent varieties in Part One. An 1 85 1 
J. Bramble with Star, a scarce but unknown variety counterstamp [who was probably some kind 
of merchant] brought $40 in G / XF. An 1 828 C-3 E. Cain [another unknown but popular 
variety] brought $40 in AG / XF. Finally, an 1 855 W. Cox, a seldom-seen variety, brought $45 
in XF / XF. Please write to Rich Hartzog, P.O. Box 4143 BTF Rockford, IL 61 1 10 for more 
information. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Eric Newman writes, 

Perhaps I am late in commenting on your observations comparing the weight of English 
made copper coin to the U.S, cent. When the March 1 996 Rare Coin Review republished your 
item from Pennv-Wise of July 15,1 995, a friend asked me about it. 

Perhaps someone already suggested an answer to you. If not, I presume that Hamilton 
sent an English penny token. Paris Mining Co. In Angelsey made penny tokens of enormous 
weight from 1 787 through 1791. Perhaps another penny token of the period was used, but 
it certainly doesn’t seem to have been a half penny token. 

I checked the language of the report in American State Papers - Financial Vol. I, pp. 98 - 
99 and I understand why anyone might want to reduce the length of the report without realizing 
how necessary it was not to do so. 




if 


Don Groves writes, 

I have a suggestion and a complaint. 

First the suggestion; Some EAC’ers seem to think that we should establish a rarity scale 
for each coinage done by each state or each series. Is this suggested to make things less rare 
or more rare? Will we assume that R7 is extremely rare or not so rare? 

Fellas: Please, life is complicated enough! Rarity scales are supposed to be constant 
so we can think consistently. Some series have more coins and some series have less. There 
are far fewer Vermonts than there are Connecticuts. Half cents will certainly never be 
anywhere as preponderant as large cents. That's the way it is. Please don’t complicate it. This 
sounds like another wise-guy inspiration to promote rarity and make rarity artificial, as has 
been done in some categories of modern U.S. coinage . . . the same way grading has been 
manipulated to fit the occasion. Fully struck, not so struck, almost struck, maybe struck. Unc 
is Unc and always will be. If a coin is bag marked to hell and never saw the light of day, it ain’t 
Unc no more, no matter how you tell it. R8 is R8 no matter how many XYZ Grading Service 
saw, or didn’t saw. Use a saw to Cut Your Way Through. 

Now the complaint: I had an emergency situation. I wanted to call an EAC officer. 
Nobody lists their phone number. All but one officer hides behind a box number or unlisted 
phones. I never realized we had a bunch of “don’t bother me” officers. Except for the treasurer 
and editor, are you all just there for the glory? Somebody has to be reachable. 

ir "k ir 


Paul Dofton writes, 

Its been almost four years since my last letter to you, but the sheer thickness of my 
March P-W and all the hype over the RSB2 Auction and associated “Noyes Challenge” has 
prompted me to join in the fray. I have something to add to Denis boring’s commentary on 
grading and the Bill Noyes Response. First, let me say that I was one of the fortunate people 
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that won a lot at the auction, my 1 839 / 6 N-1 in VF-20 grade [lot 667 via mail bid from Saudi 
Arabia). I am pleased with it and when I compare it with other VF coins in my collection, and 
with the ANA grading guide, low and behold, it is indeed a VF-20 coin [a nice one), which is what 
I wanted and expected. I also have purchased coins from the Superior Kuntz sale back in 1 991 , 
and periodically from Bowers and Merena, and McCawley-Grellman, etc. I have also bid on and 
won lots from Spink and Glendinings while I lived in the UK last year. Guess what, more often 
than not their grading is pretty consistent, and since I live in Saudi Arabia and can usually only 
mail bid on coins, I have no choice but to rely on their grading consistency if I want to routinely 
add to my collection. 

My point is this: Grading is merely an alphanumeric shorthand expression for accurately 
describing the state of preservation of a coin. It is especially useful when describing unseen 
coins such as those listed in grading guides, price lists, and auction catalogs. Consistency is 
paramount. My VF has to be your VF and their VF. Therefore, I totally agree with Denis Loring s 
commentary; it appears that Mr. Noyes and company has a definite tendency to undergrade 
coins. In fairness, though, I haven’t seen all the coins Mr. Bland and Mr. Noyes have, and Mr. 
Noyes did grade my VF-20 a VF-20. Based on the catalog with pictures and color plates, 
though, Del Bland’s technical / net (or market] grading is consistent with major US and 
European Auction Houses and dealers. Where he really shines though, is in his precise 
descriptions. Although EAC is maybe a little bit more conservative than some dealers, in my 
experience it is equal to other dealers / auction houses; thus, manageable and consistent. 

I think it would be interesting to dump all the grade data from the RSB2 Sale “Noyes 
Challenge” into a PC and identify the standard deviation and other parameters of Mr. Noyes’ 
grades versus Del’s or EAC and others “mainstream” grades. This could be done over-all and 
for each major grade range - G, F, VF, etc. This would actually benefit Bill Noyes and company, 
because if we were to purchase a coin from him that he thought was a VF-30, we would know 
enough to offer him EF-45 price for it. This is sort of like coming up with an empirical formula 
for converting temperatures from degrees C to F or km to miles. Maybe there could be a graph 
in a future P-W . Alternately, of course. Bill could relax a little bit. After all, itb only a hobby. 

On another aspect of the RSB2 sale, it was mentioned that this was an “event,” prices 
were strong, and perhaps a bit of bidding frenzy took place. After reading this, imagine my 
amazement when I saw coins purchased in the sale advertised on page 1 26 for 57%, 1 1 2%, 
and 77% more than the prices realized (including commission). Boy, now I am wondering if the 
lot I purchased is a similar bargain and has also doubled in the two months I’ve owned it. I 
guess this re-affirms my tendency to buy primarily at auction. 

I enjoyed Joel Spingarn’s letter about the Bonder tokens. I first learned about these 
while I lived in London last year. They truly are fascinating, inexpensive, and relatively thinly- 
collected. I recently saw an auction that had almost 40 of these offered in AU to Unc. In the 
$90 to $250 price range. They are a real bargain especially when compared To those rather 
homely 1 795 s in G-6 and lower that so many were salivating over. There already is a lot of 
British copper as part of the EAC retinue. Who knows, maybe someday EAC will be EABC. 

I’ll try to write again before the year 200Q. 


Carl Honore writes. 


Two of the articles in the last issue were top drawer. The one on blister steel, and the 
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note on large cent kegs. These are the types of things I look for in each issue of Penny-Wise . 
The authors should be congratulated on jobs well done. Let’s see some more writing of this 
caliber in future editions. 


Charles Meeker, ii writes, 

Thanks for listing my stolen coins in Penny-Wise . Could you make a correction on one 
of my coins for the next issue? 

The 1 796 No Pole half cent should have been a 1 796 With Pole, fair-2. 


David W. Bulloch writes, 

1 just read 'The Sage of an 1 829 N4 Large Cent” by Tom Reynolds. I’d like to clarify one 
point to the reader. My hat’s off to Chris Young. 

“Once a thief, always a thief is a misconception. No one is born honest. Honesty Is a decision. 
You don’t have to be honest all of your life. You just have to be honest for the rest of your life. 

-k ic -k 


Larry Knee writes, 

Over the last few months, I have spent some time quietly and secretly searching for the 
answer to “A Small Large Cent Puzzle,” but no answer came until P-W came, I sure had been 
hoping that some newer collector would soon come upon the answer, as this older collector 
has made inquiry to various other older collectors for the past 1 4 years to no avail. Thank you 
for seeing that this puzzle was solved. 

Over the years, 1 have owned two or three of these edge-punched coins and currently 
I have an S-251 edge-punched “1 2.” I purchased this coin from Denis Loring on July 1 2, 1 982, 
so everything fits. 

Now, let’s solve the mystery of the Ross #21 . I don’t believe George R. Ross ever saw 
a die combination 9-I, either. Reread his material and when you get into his reverse details, the 
9-I is shown to be a 9-H. That’s a Sheldon-250. There is another numbering error under 
reverse F. where the numbers are shown as 5-F instead of 4-F. 

Anyway, I think I have verified Ross #21 as S-25Q by researching into the wonderful 
world of Dr. Charles E. McGirk. I think his description of his 10-D equals S-250. Incidentally, 
Ross #20 equals S-264. So the varieties of S-244, S-248, and NC-1 were the three 1 803s not 
known to Ross. 

I believe an unknown stamper made an error when he stamped 21 on his S-248, and 
that there’s probably a moral in that. 

If this collector had done some earlier research, he might have discovered the work of 
Dr. Charles E. McGirk. Dr. McGirk went into great detail as to how you should identify your 


- 184 - 


coins. He recommended tA/vo-inch envelopes for your specimens, and to use pencil on 
the envelopes because as you upgrade, you need to make erasures, and if you use ink, 
soon a hole is worn in your envelope! 

■* * * 


Wayne Slife writes. 

Your “Introduction” to the 1 5 March 1 996 P-W is a gem. I look forward to your 
column every issue for its clarity, and for the fresh look at old subjects that is its 
hallmark. The 1 5 March is just the latest in the series. 

The John Wright quote is right on the mark, and beautifully sets up the reader 
for your approach. With all the hoopla and scientific analysis of “investment trends" in 
numismatics, all the detailed instructions for precision grading of coins, it is a 
foregone conclusion that the truth of the old adage that “Beauty is in the eye of the 
beholder” will be lost. Not lost maybe, but surely mislaid [or better, misplaced]. 

Having unburdened myself of that banality, and being, as the old Guinness ad 
said, “a better man for it,” let me say that your last paragraph seems to contain so 
many subtleties and possibilities that I go round and round on it. Its resonances 
remind me of my experience with eating raw eel in Japan some years ago: it kept 
coming back like a song. I tasted it for three days. So with your last paragraph. It 
seems to me that music does belong (as does aesthetic grading) to the realm of 
Miracle, Mystery, and even Authority, and yet here we are to take grading out of that 
very realm. 

Or perhaps your closing paragraph is a ghostly image of the closings in 
research papers whereby the writer covers himself, however it turns out by saying 
that “more research is needed.” It also has the solid and uplifting ring (“the more solid 
value we’ll build, etc., etc.”) characteristic of the pastor’s close on Sundays. It ranks 
right up there with motherhood and the flag as truths beyond truth. In any case I am 
still working on it, which is after all one of the signs of good writing: it stimulates and 
intrigues. The whole issue is fine, with the Special Section; The Noyes Challenge being 
especially so. Congratulations! 


ANSWER TO QUIZ QUESTION IN CARL HONORE ARTICLE 

* * * This piece is Sheldon 209. The reverse of Doughty 1 54 
corresponds to Sheldon reverse R. This reverse occurs in Sheldon 
208, 209, and 210, however, 209 is the only one of the three not 
listed in Doughty. It is, however, listed as Clapp-Newcomb 22, 
showing that work to be the first to give it an official designation. 
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SWAPS AND SALES 


EAC'ers are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. Ads up to twelve lines 
are free. ADS LARGER THAN 1 2 UNES MUST BE SUBMITTED CAMERA-READY. AND PAID IN 
ADVANCE, A full-page ad is $80, one-third page is $30. Ads should be limited to early 
American Coppers or tokens. Deadline for material to appear in the July 1 5 issue is June 30, 
1996. All ads must include the individual membership number of a current member in good 
standing. Copy should be sent to the Editor, Harry E. Salyards, BOB North Minnesota Avenue, 
Hastings, NE 68901. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE : 

Early American Coppers. Inc. publisher of Penny-Wise , does not examine any of the material 
advertised in Penny-Wise , nor does it review any of the advertising therein. Early American 
Coppers. Inc. assumes no responsibility or liability for any advertisement [or the material 
described therein] and no party shall have recourse against Early American Coppers, Inc. All 
transactions arising or relating to any advertisement in Penny-Wise shall strictly be between 
the parties thereto. Complaints concerning advertisers (or respondents] should be referred 
to the President of Early American Coppers, Inc.; complaints may result in abridgement, 
suspension, or terminations of membership or advertising privileges. 


'kifie'kiricicir'k'k'kir'k 


What others think of "The CENT Book" JOHN D. WRIGHT, EAC #7 

MARK KLEIN: The CENT Book is all I'd dreamed it could be and more. Reading it is 
like enjoying a personal chat with John. 

RICHARD STRILEY: Being a novice on large cents I found a number of other books 
confusing and hard to read. I have Adams, Breen, Grellman, Newcomb, Noyes, 
and Sheldon, but yours is the best. 

JULES REIVER: Your book is wonderful. This is the first coin book I have ever seen 
which can be used to attribute coins without having my coins available for 
checking. Your pictures are so sharp that they make attributing an absolute 
pleasure. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF ~ BUY YOUR OWN. See "The CENT Book" ad in this section. 


ALAN WEINBERG. EAC #1899 23321 Aetna Street Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

[818] 348 -3749 

Paying Choice CQR+25% for 1793 Chain cents in conservatively graded VF-25 or Better. 
Problem-free surfaces and rims, well struck, good color. Particularly want S-1 AMERI, but want 
all other Chain varieties, too. 

Also want choice EF-40 and better Massachusetts Oak and Pine Tree silver coinage. Full 
undipped flans, well struck. Paying top dollar. And pre- 1900 American medals in silver or 
gold, old "saloon" or military fort tokens and territorial / post trader tokens. 

ic'k'kir'kic'k'kir'kificir 
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JON LUSK, EAC #351 


c/o Digital Dynamics 
3D55 Plymouth Rd 
Ann Arbor, Ml 48105 
(313] 995-2400 

Now available; Penny-Wise Research Library on CD-ROM. 

All 27 years, with articles, ads, and pictures. Fully searchable. Playable on DOS, Windows, 
or the Macintosh. Disc . . . $94.00, Shipping . . . $4.00 

Please add $5.00 if you are not an EAC member or give your EAC # 

□ Dos / Windows tD Mac [Check one] 

(Note: If you're a new member and your EAC # was announced within the previous four 
months you can deduct $10.00, i.e. $84 plus $4 shipping] 

'k'kiricie-kic'kiricic'k'k 


What others think of "The CENT Book"; Mabel Ann Wright, EAC #78 

TOM DOLOREY: 1 especially like the historical notes at the beginning of each date. It 
lends a warm, human touch that is missing from most numismatic literature 
published since Sheldon. 

WARREN LAPP; 1 can see now why it took so long to get it into print. John didn't leave 
out a thin. 1 am amazed at the photos. The book is perfect in every way, which is 
what 1 would expect from JDW. 

HERB SILBERMAN: Your book is beautiful! 1 congratulate you on the content. 

TONY CARLOTTO: The CENT Book is fantastic. The year-by-year history is a very nice 
touch and keeps you reading. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See "The CENT Book" ad in this section. 


■kic-k-kic'kie-kic'k'kic'k 


WILLIAM C. NOYES. EAC #363 

Forget what the others have said, the experts have spoken - the Noyes books won the 1 992 
fU.S. Large Cents 1 793 - 1 81 4. $1 30] and 1 993 fU.S. Large Cents 1816- 1 839 , $1 05] 
Early American Coppers Literary Awards - Accept no imitations! Order both today 
for $1 95 postpaid. 

Now also available; the newest Noyes' Encyclopedia of Large Cents 1793 Sheldon-1 through 
1 796 Sheldon-91 , for $65 postpaid. 

Order from; Lithotech - Noyes, 1 600 W. 92nd St., Minneapolis, MN 55431 . 


ic'kiririricififieic'kic'k 
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RICHARD L CODAY, EAC #3171 


P.O. Box 1701 


Bakersfield, CA 93302 
[805] 323 - 4507 


1794 "Head of ‘93" 

1796 "LIHERTY” 

1797 S-12Da 
1798S-155 


LARGE CENTS WANTED 

1800S-190S. 191 
1801 S-219 
1817 all "mice" 

1831 N-12 / 1 - 12 / 3 


1 834 N-5 
1 840 N-2 
1 840 N-9 
1 847 N-2 


Please write or call and describe what you have for sale. Not a bargain hunter. Send stamp 
for my sell list (# 1 7 and # 1 7A], Thank you. 

•kicieicic-k-kicie-k-k'k’k 


KEN SEACHMAN, EAC #2940 927 E. Market St. York, PA 1 7403 

[717] 854-9339 

WANTED: 1 794 HALF CENTS 

Any grade, prefer good to VF, especially large edge letters and plain edge. 

★ *•**■★■*•*★*★•*••*■•*• 


MIKE RUBIN, EAC #2188 Box 70642 Marietta, GA 30007 

[770] 977 -4573 

FOR SALE; HARDBOUND EDITION of RSB 1/27/96 sale brand new with P/R 4150, 

Buying Large Cent errors off center and double strikes. Write or ship for offer. 

ir-k-k'k-ie-kic-kir’kir-k'k 

GARY TRUDGEN, EAC #1889 3103 Chatham Rd. Endwell, NY 13760 




FOR SALE: 1787 CONNECTICUT COPPER - Miller 33 39 - S I 

F / VF. Draped bust left variety. Fairly smooth medium to light brown surfaces. 
Centered strike with full legends. The bottom of the date is off the flan but it is still 
readable. A few, very minor, rim bumps. A pleasing state copper. $80.00 

Send for a free list of colonial and state coppers 




RICK COLEMAN, EAC #3351 P.O. Box 1 1 05 


Half Cents 

1793 C-3 EF-40+ Choice 

1853 C-1 MS PCGS63RB. 

I will trade. 


Crosby, TX 77532 
[713] 328 -5808 


$13,000 

1,800 
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HENRY BERGOS, #693 637 5 Avenue Brooklyn, NY 1 1 21 5 

[718] 768-0419 

Newcomb, HR U.S. Copper Cents 1816 - 1857. 1944. DELUXE 284 pg. $305 pp. 
25 printed 

Newcomb, HR U.S. Copper Cents 1816 - 1857. 1944. led ICO 

Newcomb, HR U.S. Copper Cents 1816 - 1857. 1981. 3 ed 30 

Reinfeld, F A Treasury of Am Coins. 1961. 124pg 5.50 

Thompson, W How US Coins are Made. Hewett. 48 pg 5.00 

Breen, W W.B. Encyc. Of U.S. & Colonial Proof C. 1722-1977. 1977. 40.00 

1 ed sold for $50+++ 1/95 

Browning, AW Early $14 of the US: 1 796 - 1 838. 1 977. 36 pg 1 3.00 

Kliman, NM The Two Cent Piece & Var. 1983. 70 pg 5.00 


Add $2.50 for first vol. Plus 50$ ea. After. Less on pamphlets. 

CLEMENT V. SCHETTINO, EAC #3532 P.O. Box 1093PW Saugus, M A 01906 - 0391 

[617] 231 -0324 


MARIS - “THE COINS OF NEW JERSEY”; 1 974 QUARTERM AN EDITION, VF $120 

1 987 CFG EDITION, LIKE NEW 75 

1 981 DURST EDITION, SMALL PAPERBACK W / FOLD-OUT PLATE 8 

LARGE PLATE FROM ELEPHANT FOLIO, NEW, WILL SHIP ROLLED 1 5 

STACKS; MARCH '94, VERY GOOD COLONIAL REF. ALL MAJOR SERIES 

EXTENSIVELY REPRESENTED . . . $20. JUNE ‘94, EXCELLENT CONNEC. REF 20 


SEPT ‘94, NICE LITTLE RUN OF COLONIALS, SOME VERY RARE, 4 SOMMER ISLAND PIECES 
. . . $10. DEC. '94, EXCELLENT FUGIO REF, A MUST! . . . $20. MARCH '95, VOCE POPULI, A 
FEW NICE MEDALS, CANADIAN TOKENS AND THE SILVER CENTER CENT W/0 SILVER CENTER 
. . . $8. JUNE ‘95, DECENT RUN OF COLONlALS< UNIQUE 1785 LG. CIRCLE “AMERICA" 
CONFEDERATIO, 78 LOTS CONNEC., MOST RARE ... $15. 

ORDERS UNDER $50 PLEASE ADD $3 TO HELP WITH SHIPPING AND HANDLING. 


PETER SETIAN, EAC #3529 Box 570 Wilbraham, MA 01 095 

FOR SALE: 1850 N-24 R-6- F-15 Smooth brown surfaces. Slightly better 

Average+ $200 details with minor circulation marks. 

* ************ 

TOM NEWMAN, EAC #4001 PO Box 1 72 Hawthorne, NJ 07507 - 01 72 

[201] 238 -1049 

FREE LIST CM= VARIETIES FOR YOUR COLLECTION: Large Cents for those who like the varieties 
but don't want to part with all their money. Sheldon and Newcomb varieties priced to MOVE!! 
R1 's to R6's, $3.50 to $875. Same day turnaround on most orders. Become another satisfied 
customer. My grading is MY gamble since I’ve got a 30 DAY POSTAGE INCLUDED RETURN 
POLICY. Want list and approval services available; just give a call. Evenings best until 1 1 :30 
PM EST any day. [201 ] - 238 - 1 049 
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JERRY BOBBE, EAC#184 


P.O. Box 2581 7 


Portland, OR 97298 
(503] 626-1075 

Madness, intrigue, political struggle, power, greed ... is it another pre-auction collusion 
session? No!! It’s a series of early coppers that weaves one though the dawn of the Industrial 
Revolution and American Independence, the French Revolution, the political and social ills of 
Britain, and the lives of the elite and the commoner. BRITISH TOKENS! Send for your free copy 
of The Token Examiner, the world’s most informative and entertaining price list of the 1 8th 
Century "Conder” series. Superb quality, great rarities, bizarre die states, errors, trial pieces 
and patterns our specialty. This series has it all; and with the exception of expensive US related 
colonials (i.e., Washington pieces. Theatre at New York, et al], at prices not seen by large cent 
collectors for over half a century! 

iric'kic'k-kifieicir'kic'k 


FRANK STEIMLE, EAC #2244 2200 Appleby Dr. Wanamassa, NJ 0771 2 - 4636 

Colonials for sale or swap; please add $3.00 P&l per order: 

Nova Cons 1 785 C3-B, nice F, ex. B & M Greenwald / Jackson #3086 $69.00 

Ct 1 785 M 3.1 - A.3, Fine+, typical planchet flaw on Obv. 75.00 

1 787 M 30-hh. 1 , VF, dark brn, rubbed red high pts, 5% DC 69.00 

'87 M 31 .1-gg.1 , VG, smooth brown, minor edge nick 25.00 

M 31 .2-r.3, porous Fine-i- 39.00 

M 33.2-Z.1 2 (2) - G+ $1 7.00; porous AF 29.00 

M 33.6-KK [triple ribbon] Good 22.00 

M 33.15-r.l VG+ 35.00 

T.A.L. 1 794 VF, some edge dings 49.00 

Blacksmith-type brass Mexican 2R, 1 780s date incomplete VG 30.00 

ic'kieir'kiririr'kicie'kir 

HENRY T. HETTGER, EAC #2349 P.O. Box 201 8 Arlington, VA 22202 

[703] 979-1942 

1 795 S-77 F-1 2, choice Flipover Double Strike B & M 3/96 lot 77 $1 ,495 

1 796 S-1 05 R6 "Repunched 6" GD-5 Net AG-3, smooth, some hits, brown 235 

1796 S-116 R5 VF-25 netVG-10 775 

1 798 S-1 46b VF-20 net VG-1 0- Greilman attribution card 795 

1798/7 S-1 51 VG-1 0/7 Greilman attribution card 225 

1 800 S-205 VF-30 net VF-20 B & M 3/96 lot 284 470 

1817 N-1 7 VF-20 net F-1 2 B & M 3/96 lot 471 , smooth, obv. scratch 325 

1 835 N-4 GD-5 net GD-4 Greilman attribution card 295 

1 839 N-1 2 GD-6 net GD-4 Greilman attribution card 1 25 

1847/7 N-31 R5 VF-25/20 65 

1854 N-28 R5 plus VF-30 net VF-2D Greilman attribution card, tan color 95 

Postage, any order, $3.00 

'k'k-kic’k'k'kir-kir'k'kir 


ALLAN DAVISSON, EAC #3299 Cold Spring, MN 56320 

FAX [612] 685 - 8636 email.DAVCOIN@AOL.COM. 

CONDER TOKENS: Hundreds of different pieces ranging from common, fair (and free] to RRR 
and choice mint state. There is even a discovery piece for a new type. This is one entire 
collection provided with envelopes that have full descriptions of each piece. The high quality 
catalog is due out in late May. Write for your copy - free but a couple of dollars for postage 
appreciated. 
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ROBERT ZAVOS, EAC #2502 1 007 Savannah Ave. 

Bowers & 3/2B/87 Frederick Taylor, pr $75 

Merena 1 1 /B/89 Boyd Brand Ryder; HB pr 25 

5/29/92 Somerset Collection pr B 

B/27/75 Kissner US Large Cents; 1 8 
Stacks 8/13/84 Floyd Starr Large Cents; pr 22 

5/1/91 Picker, Benedict, Rising; pr 12 
9/3D/8B Robinson S. Brown; pr 30 

Superior 5/28/89 Casterline, Hall, Mathews; pr 15 


Pittsburgh, PA 15221 


1 1 /B/89 Saccone HB; pr $25 

1 /24/90 Gore & Ryder; HB; pr 25 
9/14/92 Witham & Sansoucy; pr B 
2/4/78 Tad Large Cents; pr 12 

3/1 B/88 Halpern Large Cents; pr 22 
8/1 9/92 Hessberg Colonial; pr 12 
1 /29/B9 Jack Robinson; pr 20 

ID/8/91 G. Lee Kuntz; pr 3Q 


ANA; 1 977 2nd ed Library Catalogue & 1 984 Supplement; nice condition; $1 5 

Bowers & Ruddy US Half Cents; 1 962; Gold Cover; deluxe edition; 47p.; like new; $1 5 

$3 postage per order all catalogues fine or better; pr=prices realized; HB=Hardbound ed. 

ic'kicir'k'kific'k'k-kie-k 


NEW JERSEY COLONIALS FOR SALE ROGER MOORE, EAC #3899 


18-J 

(R-6] 

AG / AG 

heavy porosity; attributable and rare 

$300 

20-N 

(R-4] 

F/F 

“drunken die cutter”; ex Downing 1952 

150 

32-T 

(R-1] 

VG/ F 

ex-Stacks 7/93 lot #2009 

135 

33-U 

[R-5] 

F/F 

full eye, date, and legends 

300 

37-f 

[R-4] 

F/ VG 

full goiter, date and moat of legends 

175 

38-c 

[R-3] 

F/ VG 

small planchet clip at k-8 

100 

38-Z 

[R-4] 

VG/ VG 

microgranular 

150 

45-e 

[R-5] 

G/ G 

very granular but with primary devices 

250 

64-u 

[R-5] 

AG/ VG 

obverse very worn, ex-Seifrit 

275 


Add $4.00 postage / order - 435 Camden Ave., Moorestown, NJ 08057. 
Tele #609 - 235 - 47 1 2 for better description. 


-k'k'k'k'kiric'k-k'k'k-k'k 


DENIS W. LORING, EAC #11 Box 363 New York, NJ 1 01 01 

1795 

S-76 

Just about F-1 2 

$ 225 

1807/6 

S-272 

Nice G-VG, no major defects, sharp overdate. 

1,750 

1812 

S-290 

Full obverse brockage, and 1 5% off center. G - VG 

850 

1844 

N8 

Pf-60. A proof-only variety, high R-6. 

6,000 

1854 

N12 

Pf-63 [PCGS PF64RB], 

6,000 


GARRY APELIAN, EAC #2686 910 Revere Road Glenview, IL 60025 

Wanted all better variety Counterstamp half cents in Brunk or Rulau. Please write with what 
you have. Also please contact me with any questions you might have on the upcoming Brunk 
Part II auction. Right now I have a couple nice hallmarks on half cents for sale. Please write 
for details. 
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A Special Offering of Reprints of Two Classics 


1) Poster size print of the full color Merkin-Helfenstein photograph of large cents. 

Commissioned in 1964 by the late Lester Merkin, the photograph which graces the cover of the Helfenstein 
catalogue was in fact the first color illustration on an American auction catalogue. Depicting 13 red and red-brown 
imcirculated large cents with dates ranging from 1793-1844, the image has been enjoyed by large cents aficionados 
who have a copy of the sale catalogue. Regrettably, the image used on the catalogue cover is severely cropped with 
more than 50% of tluee coins sliced at the lower and right margins. Few have ever seen one of the five spectacular 
enlarged prints Merkin produced in glossy photographic rather than printed halftone fonnat. Yet even on these, one 
of wliich was offered in the Champa Library (Lot 409 @ $2,640), the 1798 cent at the right margin is 50% cropped. 

We are pleased to offer a superb photographic enlargement pulled from the original transparency faitliflil to 
tlie original in size (20x24") yet superior in color (originals we have seen are somewhat faded) and fonnat (the 1798 
cent noted above is 99% complete - just touching the right margin). The transparency used is one of two obtained by 
Annand Cliampa directly from Lester Merkin in 1985. Tlie second transparency is unique, never before published, and 
depicts a New York City fransit ioken railier man a wreath cent under the magnifying glass. We sunnise that the token 
was used to allow the photographer to line up his equipment and focus on the cut out “Y” in its center. This test 
photograph, equal in all other respects to the published version, is available in an 8x10" print. 

We will offer the prints as a pair only, the 20x24" color print of the published version and the 8x10" color 
print of tire test in an edition of 100 nmnbered sets @ $100.00 plus $5.00 shipping. Should demand indicate the need 
for a second edition, we will protect the buyers of the first edition by raising the price on the second by at least 50%. 


2) Reproduction of Maris’ “Woodburytype” plate with accompanying text. 

The bitter jealousy toward Sylvester Crosby harbored by Dr. Edward Maris became manifest in 1875 with 
tire publication by tire latter of a supplenrental plate rvhich was desigired to highlight his perceived incompleteness of 
The Early Coins of America. Depicting state coinage of Comrecticut, New Jersey, and Venrront from his personal 
collection, Maris produced the plate and advertised it for sale @500. Probably no more than 20-25 examples exist 
today, and they are usually encountered tipped into The Early Coins ... at the end of the chapter covering the state 
coinage of New Jersey. 

Several years ago we asked AI Hoch of Quartemran Publications to reprint the plate with his charge being 
to duplicate exactly the size (8x10%”), color (mediuirr blackish-browir), look and feel (matte-low gloss finish) of the 
original. That he succeeded is evident by a letter in our files fronr Eric Newanan, who after seeing a copy, strongly 
recoimnended tliat each be clearly marked as a reprint. Several New Jersey specialists in fact were unable to select the 
reprint when confronted with it and an original side-by-side. These are superb reprints and no less than one would 
expect from the genius of AJ fJocli/Quarterman. 


Tlig si.x Q-p product lli’c 








arly 


American coinage and the several encomiters which always seemed to find Maris shortchanged and somewhat 
humiliated. They were fonnatted with the intent of being inserted into the 1983 Quartemran edition of Crosby after 
tire Newman bibliographical foreword. One hundred copies of the plate and accompanying text have been prepared 
and are available at $40.00 plus $3.00 shipping. 


Available only from: 


Charles Davis, EAC 142 


Numismatic Literature 
P.O. Box 547 
Wenham, MA 01984 


Tel: (508) 468 2933 Fax: (508) 469 7893 E-mail: Numislit(^aol.com 
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SUPERIOR PRESENTS 

The Gilbert Steinberg Collection 
of United States Large Cents 




September 15, 16, 17, 1996 

Auction to be held in Beverly Hills prior to the Long Beach Coin Show 





1 793 S-9 
Wreath Cent 




1799 S-189 F-15 
Ex Earmelee-Iieckivitli 



1804 S-266A EF-40 
Ex Beckwith Clarke -Sheldon 


HIGHLIGHTS: 

I 1793 Chain Cent S-2 MGC MS-63 Brown 

■ 1794 S-24 AU-55 Ex Jackman-Brand-J\aftzger 

■ 1795 S-78 Au-35 

■ 1797 S-131 An-55 Ex Charles Jay Collection 

■ 1806 S-270 MS-60 Ex Winsor-Hall-Brand 
m 1812 S-289 Au-55 

■ 1820 N- 10 MS-61 PL 

■ 1828 N-2 MS-61 

■ 1849 N-8 MS-60 


Cost of Catalogue: 
Number of Lots: 
Insured Value: 

Lot Viewing: 


115.00 (U.S.) / $30.00 (Outside U.S.) 

Approximately 2,000 

Over 2.5 Million Dollars 

August 12, 1996 to September 17, 1996 


We are accepting choice quality half cents and large cents and other 
United States coins. All EAC members will receive special commission 
rates for your consignments. Minimum consignment value of $2,000. 
Advance available for any amount. Special interest free advance available. 

Call 800-42 X-OT54 for details. 


BONDED CALIFORNIA 
AUCTIONEERS 



Ira M. Goldberg 
Lawrence S. Goldberg 
Mark E. Goldberg 


9478 WEST OLYMPIC BOULEVARD • BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA 90212-4299 
TEL 310-203-9855 TOLL FREE 800-421-0754 FAX 310-203-0496 



Give him/her a 

^(R^S^PECIAL gi‘PT 


SPECIAL to Current EAC Members 

$100 Postpaid 

(List Price $125 Postpaid) 

Or Get An Autographed Copy 
Direct from the Author 

John D. Wright 
1468 Timberlane Dr. 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 


The 


Garden Scatc Numismaclc Assoclacion 


Inc. 






pre senes 

A Major Ihrcc Day Numismadc Event 

Garden Scare Numtsmaclc Association s 
2 1st Anniversary Convention 

June 20-22, 1996 

at the 


South Jersey Expo Center 

in Pennsauken, New Jersey 

From PA, DE, MD, 8c via 1-95: Betsy Ross Bridge to Rt. 73 South to Route 644 
From NYC 8c via NJ Turnpike or 1-295: Rt. 73 North, to Remington Ave. Jughandle to 
Rt. 73 South, to Route 644. There will be signs for the COIN SHOW. 

FEATURING: 

18,000+ $q. Ft. Carpeted Bourse; Competitive Exhibits in all areas of 
numismatics; 200+ Dealers in U.S., Foreign, Ancient, EAC, Paper Money; 
Free Admission; Collector Club Meetings; Speakers of Numismatic Note; 
NJ Token & Medals Show Returns to the GSNA Convention! 
Major Auction by Presidential Coin & Auction Company of 

Alexandria, VA 

Tables still available. 


C.*iXli!N,STATC 




V. 


GMA , 

NUMI!iMA.^;^g^OCIAT^ON ! 


CONTACT; 

Harry Garrison 
General Show Chairman 
P.O. Box 8442 
Trenton, NJ 08650 
(609)585-8104 
FAX: (609)581-1261 


ANA Club L ife Member # 1 7 
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GRANT REED, EAC #4211 860 Club Chase Lane Roswell, GA 30076 

[770] 642 - 7092 


Duplicates For Sale: 
1 830 N-6 

R4 

VF35 

Net VF20 

180 

1835 

N-9 

R4+ 

VG8 

Net VG7 

130 

1840 

N-2 

R1 

VG10 

Net AG3 

10 

1844 

N-2 

R2 

VG10 

Net VG10 

40 

1848 

N-32 

R6- 

VG8 

Net VG8 

80 

1849 

N-24 

R4- 

EF40 

Net EF40 

155 


irir-kir-ki'ricifir-k'k'-kir 


LOUIE LEDSQME, EAC #3245 74 Barton Chapel Road Apple Grove, WV 25502 


1823 

1826 

1827 

1839 

1847 

1847 

1848 


N-2 N35G-6 Med. Brown $ 50.00 

N-3 VF-20+ w / some fine “scuffy” surface roughness on both sides. 

□bv. RB’s 1 0:00 - 1 2:00 nice med. brown 60.00 

N-9 VF-30 mostly brownish dark color 65.00 

N-14 SFI.VF-35 several light rim bruises. Med. brown 150.00 

N-15 SFI.XF-40 nasty rim bump under date and over star 8. Choc. 75.00 
brown (scarce var.] 

N-28 F-1 2 [scarce var,] 35.00 

N-1 5 Net F-1 5 [75.00] Net VG-8 [40.00] Net G-4 [25.00 


icicir'kifir'k'k'k-k-kir-k 


EUGENE STERNLICHT, EAC #2131 9441 Evergreen #306 Ft. Laurderdale, FL 33324 


Breen, Walter Half Cent Encyclopedia 1 983, near mint $ 49.00 

French’s 1 04th Auction 1 0/72 1 st attributed colonials, plates, posted, PRL VF+ 1 0.00 

Early American Numismatics 3/95 Colonials & Currency, near mint 8.00 

US Half Cents by Gilbert glossy plates, spiral bound reprint, VF 40.00 

Bowers & Ruddy John W. Adams Collection "1 794's”, Fine 20.00 

US Cents of 1 794 Elder-Gilbert by Frossard S. W. W. Hays 1910 Elder Numismatic 

Press, F 110.00 

UA Cents of 1 794 by S, Hudson Chapman Philadelphia 1 9426A as per 0. Loring 

Article, F 250.00 


Send for price list on literature. Postage $3.00 per order. 


•kifie-kir'k-kicif'k'kic'k 
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MORE FROM THE EAC CONVENTION. PHILADELPHIA 

EAC 1 996 - A TRUE STORY 

Clay W, Everhart 


Although I began collecting large cents in the sixties, my first EAC Convention was this 
year in Philadelphia. So that lengthy delay made my first time only that much more enjoyable. 

It was great to rub elbows with some of the "copper elite," people that I had only read 
about. But I also got to meet some folks in the same boat that I am - trying to put together a 
collection of nice cents on a limited budget. Nothing is more enjoyable to me than swapping 
copper stories and sharing coins over an early morning cup of coffee in the lobby of a hotel. I 
made some good friends. 

Perhaps things were made even nicer by knowing that the hotel was not too far from 
where the original U.S. Mint once stood. Months ago, when my secretary made my 
reservations at the Doubletree, she did not mention I was with EAC, so somehow I ended up 
with a large suite with two conference tables and chairs on the top floor. When I first came up 
to the room, a maid was still cleaning up and I asked her if she could tell me where Seventh 
Street, near Market Street was located? 

She said: “Tell you? Honeychile, you can see it right out your window, this is the 26th 
floor!” She proceeded to point to it and I made a mental note to check a map, as later in the 
week I wanted to see that spot where the first U.S. Mint was once located. 

At about 3:00 a.m. on my first night at the hotel, I was awakened by a blinding flash of 
lightning followed by crashing thunder, 

I immediately sat bolt upright. Suddenly, the room turned icy cold, so I got up to turn 
down the air conditioner, which was across the room near a window. On my way back to bed 
I glanced out the window and for a moment, I thought I saw the reflection of a man sitting, 
weeping, at one of the tables in my room. He had a gaunt, sickly look about him - his face was 
partially hidden by a long lock of shocking white hair which covered several feverish beads of 
sweat on his forehead. As he let out each low moan, he seemed be peering eerily at me 
through the glass. But when I looked at the table, he was gone. 

The next day I noticed that on that same table, my copy of Penny Whimsy was open to 
page 65, the description of the 1 793 NC2. I thought I had left the book closed; but maybe not. 

I wrote it off as just a dream. But upon returning home, I told the story be a boyhood 
friend of mine named Chuck who is currently attending medical school in Washington D.C. He 
knows nothing about coins - his hobby is hypnosis. I have always kidded him about it - saying 
that if the university found out about it, they’d expel him for being a quack! Anyway, he was very 
interested in my story about the man I saw in the window reflection. Needless be say, he 
subsequently talked me into being hypnotized. 

When he was done hypnotizing me, I could not remember anything about the session. 
Afterwards he said that nothing really panned out, that 1 didn’t tell him anything new. I was quick 
be point out that “this hypnosis stuff is a bunch of b.s.” and I headed for the door. 
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On my way out, he said: “Well, you did mention that the man with the white hair was 
wearing a name badge that read ‘Early American Coppers, 1996 Annual Convention, 
Philadelphia. PA.’” I stopped dead in my tracks ... a sudden chili ran down my spine. The only 
thing that I had told Chuck was that I went to a coin show in Philadelphia - no details. How could 
he know this? 

I asked if I had said anything else, anything at all? He thought for a moment, looked at 
his notes and replied, “Yes, you did say that there was a name scribbled on the badge.” 

“Name! What name?” I demanded. 

“Well, since you saw the man in the reflection off the window, the letters were reversed. 
But I wrote them down.” 

“Let me see that!” I grabbed the notepad from his hand and quickly began to reverse 
the order of the letters. My heart was pounding by now as I wondered aloud, who could it be? 

One by one, I wrote down the letters A-D-A . . . and halfway through it came to me. I was 
astonished. It spelled Adam . . . Adam Eckfeldt, the designer of the famed ‘Strawberry Leaf 
wreath cent; 1 793, NC2. 


'k'k'k’k'k'k'kiiriririTirir 


PHILADELPHIA ‘96; MY FIRST EAC CONVENTION 

JesseHotzer, EAC #4244J 


On Saturday, May 4, my mom, Susan, and I got up at 5:4Dto make a 6:32 commuter 
train to Trenton, where we would take a local Philadelphia line to 30th and Market Streets. I 
had not dreamt about coppers throughout the night; no, I did that during the train ride. Anyway, 
we got to the station at about 8 o’clock and walked a mile or so to the hotel. Soon we had found 
our way onto the bourse. 

I found a dealer I had seen at New York conventions, Tony Terranova, and he nicely 
allowed my mom to sit behind his table and do some work. I looked around for a while staring 
at more copper than I had ever seen in my life. Soon I met Chris Young, and he gave me some 
pointers about cherrypicking New Jersey Coppers. He also told me to buy the Taylor catalog. 

I sat out to do just that. 

I had brought no money, so I took out a cent that I knew would make a profit. The offers 
I got were wide ranging, from $40 to $100, I sold the coin for the latter amount. First, I bought 
a CQR with some of the money. Then I went off to buy the catalog. With the CQR, I had spent 
toomuch, but Mom chipped in for enough. After I bought the catalog, I went back to looking at 
the kind of coins you just never see at New York shows. 

Later, somebody announced that Denis Loring would be giving a talk on grading. That 
subject is perhaps my least developed skill relating to early coppers. The creative approach 
he spoke about, that is, working from both ends of the scale to find the grade of the coin in 
question, inspired me to buy some coins, not just books on coins. However, now I really had no 
money, so I could only look. 
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1 looked at the sale lots. Yes, those Jerseys really are choice! Then 1 went back to the 
bourse. I saw the drafts for the Eliasberg sale and took a copy of the 1799 chapter in Breen’s 
Large Cent book. Each time I looked at a coin, I tried to grade it, making sure to use the Coring 
method, which, as I found out at Denis’ talk is actually the Sheldon method. 

We had to be back home by B o’clock, and I was beginning to feel the effects of my early 
wake-up, so we went back to the staion and were on the train in no time. 1 had met Harry 
Salyards and seen Denis Coring and many other people. Wherever I went, people were glad to 
help me out, and I’m convinced that EAC is a different kind of coin organization from all the 
others. 

ir-kir-k-k-kic'k-k-kieicie 

PATRONS 

We wish to thank the following EAC members who donated funds for the hospitality room at 
EAC ‘96; 


Gordon W. Althoff 

Wayne Johnson 

Gene Reale 

Ralph Arnote 

Frank Jozapaitis 

Richard Reissman 

Thomas C. Bast 

Joe Kane 

Harry Rescigno 

Clyde Beigh 

Steve Kawalec 

Tom Reynolds 

Dr. Alan Bennett 

William Kelly 

Mike Ringo 

Gordon Berg 

Gerald Kochel 

Jack Robinson 

Douglas Bird 

Gail Kraljevich 

Christopher Rooke 

Enoch Blackwell 

Michael Krinsky 

Neil Rothschild 

Fred Borcherdt 

Ed Kucia 

Ray Rouse 

Michael Bristow 

Fred Lake 

Arno Safran 

Rod Burress 

Mike Lawrence 

Harry Salyards 

Tony Carlotto 

David Lawrence 

Eugene Sanfilippo 

John Cloutier 

Lee Lofthus 

Ed Sarrafin 

Harry Colborn 

James E. Long 

Clement Schettino 

Joseph DeMeo 

Jo n Lusk 

Dr. Robert A. Schuman 

Michael A. Demting 

Robert Lutzel 

Kenneth Seachman 

Patrick Dobak 

Richard Lynch 

George Seifrit 

William Eckberg 

Gerald 1. Maas 

Joel Spingarn 

Steve and Gail Ellsworth 

Stuart MacDonald 

Terry Stahurski 

Clay Everhart 

James Mace, Jr. 

Frank Stillinger 

Brian Frankhouser 

Patrick Martin 

B. E. Tennyson 

Albert Garczynski 

Robert M. Martin 

R.Tettenhorst 

David Garvin 

Edward Masuoka 

William Tivol 

John T. Gervasoni 

Jim McGuigan 

George Trostel 

David Gladfelter 

Kenneth Meyers 

Clement Ulmer 

Claire Goodridge 

R. Howard Mitchell 

Don Valenziano 

Gerald Gornish 

Richard Moore 

George Waingold 

Frank Goss 

Roger A. Moore 

March Wells 

Todd Gredesky 

James Neiswinter 

Albert J. Whipple, III 

Donald Groves 

Lawrence O’Neil 

John Whitney 

H. Craig Hamling 

William Q'Donnell 

Rod Widok 

Greg and Lisa Heim 

Michael C. Ogle, Sr. 

Dennis Wierzba 

Christopher Henry 

Mike Packard 

Christopher B. Young 

David Hensley 

John Peters 

Robert Younglof 

Gerald Herman 

Charles W. Place 

Robert Yuell 

Terry Hess 

Robert Pletta 

R. Sal Zambuto 

Bruce Hickmott 

Philip Ralls 


Daniel Holmes, Jr 

Wes Rasmussen 
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ADDITIONAL LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


BILLTIVOL writes, 

The EAC convention was up to its usual very high standards again this year - some 
incredible coins, some good friends and some new friends made. One friend I missed was Dan 
Trolian. Dan, I wanted to show you my S7 1 “ONE HUNDRED A DOLLAR.” 

The happenings were spectacular! Standout moments for me were when a collector 
asked the cent moderator if he could display his reeded edge Jefferson with the SSO's; the 
appearance of most of the high-grade ‘96 no-pole half-cents - and most of the low grade ones, 
too; and seeing almost identical doubling on 1849 and 1850 half cents (chatter strikes?). The 
educational forum really gave a flavor of the old days of EAC - thanks, Jules - and the seminars 
were practical and informative. 

The process of grading discussed by Denis Loring got me to thinking. One can well-order 
a group of coins by looking at them in pairs and deciding which of the pair one would prefer for 
equal money, but should that be a basis for determining net grade or condition census? Apart 
from the variation in individual preferences, could it be right to call a scudzy 20 coin (EF, but 
somewhat porous, say] a lower grade than a choice 1 2, even though most would prefer the 
choice coin? That comparison does, however, offer a basis for deciding the lower limit for net 
grades (“Well, I know the coins is better than that !") 

The exhibits were wonderful; I especially liked the choice date set Dr. Sheldon put 
together and the coin he traded it for. 

I filled a lot of holes, and my checking account stayed (barely] in the black, until I got back 
and had to make a mortgage payment. Funny how real life always seems to impact my copper 
collecting. 

Of all the really great coins I saw, I have to confess that my personal favorite was the 
Coronet cent which had been a scudzy BS1 until Mike Packard counterstamped it “EAC 96 
PHILLY” and “BILL”. After several pleasant and challenging hours with The Cent Book, I find I'm 
the owner of a 37N5. Thank you Mike; thank you Cent Book. 


J. MARK SWITZER writes, 

I am still in a semi-euphoric state three days after the EAC convention. What a 
wonderful experience! Many thanks to all the doers in the club for this and all of the other 
benefits of belonging to EAC. 

I wish to offer my services to the club to assemble, maintain and distribute an E-mail 
address directory. This would be totally voluntary and anyone wishing to be listed would simply 
send me E-mail to that effect. 1 would distribute the list only to those who have joined. 
Eventually this would enable us to notify connected members of upcoming online events. 

Eventually there could be chat room sessions, for sale and wanted to buy listings, and other 
activities, I am willing to help members who are interested in getting connected or who are 
interested in learning enough to decide. 
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I am starting to gather information on coins withdrawn from circulation as reported in 
US mint reports and hereby request help from any source regarding same. I have only 
1946/47 so far. Anyone having US mint reports or access to information therein is 
encouraged to contact me directly. 

P.Q. 00x411 

Prince Frederick. MD 20678 
[410] 586-0386 
E-Mail DC181@freenet.carleton.ca 


★ 


*• 


DAN ARGYRO writes, 

EAC 96 was quite successful. Thursday’s Large Cent Happening started with a nice 
terminal die state 49 N-3 being dropped off. This piece has all the crumbles, plus inside top of 
T in CENT. What a way to start! Next came 3 CC coins; what can be said? - small round 
beauties that warm the soul. In all, eight 1 849 N-3's were there. One N-2 tried to sneak in; we 
let her sit with the others but out of the running. By the end of the night, four new die states 
had been seen. 

My request to see 1 849's got a great response. I saw over 1 50 all together! I want to 
thank everyone who took the time to bring your coins. At one point, I had over 50 coins to look 
at. A fun Friday, but it didn't stop there. One at a time, several of the finest N-2's and N-3‘s in 
the world stopped by to say “Hello". (Neat tittle boxes] One highlight of the weekend was a 
MS60 N-3 that was never seen before, tied for CC#6 now. 

When the bourse closed on Saturday, I had recorded 1 8 new die states. That is a 
significant addition to the data base. 

As always 1 need to see “In Copper" anything on the crumbling chart, or unusual. Write 
me at PO Box 1 463, Buffalo, NY 1 42 1 5. 


★ 


■k 


ED MASUOKA and DON VALENZIANO write, 

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

The 1 996 annual convention is now part of our history. From the response we have 
received so far, most attendees had a wonderful experience. 

It is important to remember, a convention like ours could not have happened without the 
help of many members. We hesitate to list them here for fear of forgetting someone. We do, 
however, notethat you find out who your friends are when you have to set up a bourse room at 
6 a.m. 

We had sent out a personal request to all members for donations to support the 
hospitality room and the response was tremendous. 

In conclusion, this convention could not have happened without the love and 
understanding support of Penny and Shirley. 

'k'kkkkkk'kic'kickir 
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EAC CONVENTION ‘9G PHOTO ALBUM 



Ed Masuoka and Don Valenziano 


Greg and Lisa Heim 
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(LEFT) 

Frank Wilkinson and 
Rick Leonard 


(Below) 

Tom Reynolds and 
Tony Terranova 
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John and Mabel Ann Wright, Frank Wilkinson 



John Burns and Charles Davis 
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Tam Rinaldo, Bob Grellman, Dan Freidus 



Mike Ringo and Tony Carlotto 

- photos submitted by Tony Carlotto 
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MY THOUGHTS ON THE CONDITION CENSUS: RETROSPECT AND PROSPECT 


Oack H. Robinson 


In the March '96 P/W, Danis Loring wrote an article critical of Bill Noyes 
and presented a few statistics to prove that Del Bland's (and by implication, 
his own and Bob Grell man's and Chris McCawley's) grading was more consistent 
and thus more accurate than that of Bill Noyes, As usual, Bill was ready 
to argue the iriaccuracy of Denis' argument and to suggest once again that 
the only r-eliable Condition Censi.AS information available is CQR/ Noyes, My 
position has been unusual , as I am the only person to have been on the 
"unofficial" l-AC Condition Census (Grading) Committee and a part of the 
N o yes If) yea r p i- o j e c t s i n c e its i n c e p t i a n i n 1 9 8 8 , T a m F'< e y n o 1 d s r bcb n 1 1 y 
resigned from the Fdii 1 Ralls E(AC Committee and has only recently (since 
January '96) been a part of the CQR/Noyes project,. Both Tom and I resigned 
from the EAC Committee because they followed no stated agenda. 

The original stated purpose of the EAC Committee was to update the CC begun 
by Eiheldon long, long aqc) in a qalany far away. The CC banner was carried 
-for some time by Denis Loring who publ i shed in P/W, but did not produce 
a final, updated work. It needs to be stated that whoever publishes a 
"finished wor k " on CC will have about the same amount of accuracy as I 
li a v a h a cl p u b I i s; in :i. n g a " c o (i) 1 e t e v a 1 u e g u i cl e 1 i n e " i. r \ ( I; Q R , B a t hi i' " e p r e s e n t 
an ever moving target of highly subjective opinions that have no single 
a L.it f - 1 D r- i t y t i -i a t can " tj 1 e s s " any r e s;; u 1 1 s . Del Bland cl e c i d e cl to m a l< e a life's 
w D r k o u t of e n a n d i n q h i s i n c r e d i b 1 e " c u t — a r"i d - paste" p r o i e c t t f i a t s p e a I-:; s 
primarily toward pedigi'"ee data to incliAde and/or be responscLve to CC 
ranking,, 1 cirganiced a very early "Grading Committee" that consisted of 
myself, Denis and Del with the idea of "purifying" the CC by being able to 
observe as many cif the CC coins as possible, and by assigning "Official 
Grades" to each one of them with updates in CQR, This fell away in 
1986/19Gr7^ I continL-ied with CQR arid Del continued with his "c:ut--and--paste" , 

If we were not cracy enough to get involved with the above, in early 19Ef8, 
Bill Noyes and Doug Bird suggested to me that we could start a new project. 
That is, a ten -year + project, whereby Bill could photograph and we could 
B t u d y E V E FI S' C o r'i d i t i o i "i C e n s u s c cj i r i a ri d w e c: o u 1 d p i..i b 1 i s h m o u n t a i n s o f data, 
with tlie eventual goal of computerizing tl'ie results. Sure, Bill ! ! But 
since I was already certified cracy for liaving undertaken CQFI in tfje first 
place, sigriirig on to tl'iis deal was easy. 

Well, we are now abciut 8 years into tlie project and Bill lias taF::en over 
20 , 000 photographs, publ i shed two "picture" books and one encyclopedia, 

Witli Bill 's permission, I liave taken the liberty of attacF'iing four pages 
of Bill's "Encyclopedia" to this article, I am convinced tfiat many flAC 
members do not und erst arid tfie real deptli of Bill 's work, and tlie best 
way is to simply let tlie results speak for itself, PI...E(ASEi , take a close 
look at these pages, and give me a call witli any questions that you may 
liave, I will be delighted to help. 

It now appears that Del is about to publisli his heretofore unpublished 
CC via Bowers and Merena. It is clear tliat tliere are MANY differences 
in the two Condition Census',, It has been hoped that many of these 
di f f erences coiaIcI be sorted out by some method of comparison, biAt the 
logistics of dealing witli the "prolilem" are over -wFiel mi ng . F-'erliaps, we 
can live with tlie e;-! i stericie c:!f two or more CC ' s , but it will certainly 
be confusing. I do not have any clear answer or resolution, and, perhaps, 

D r i e :i. s n o t r i e c e =5 iu a r y . I w o la 1 d value a n y c o m m e n t l:; / si la g g e s t i o n s „ 
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Also in the March '96 F’/W, Bill Noyes published a list of Bpecific coj. ns 
that ha still needs to photograph » I cannot over'emphasi ae the :i. ii)poi"tance 

to the 1 o n q t a r m p r o j e c; t c j f |■■■| e 1 p i n g B i 1 1 f i ri d t t"r e s e c: o i n s . i ti a a cl d i t i o n 

of even one coin can add mi.Ach knowledge to the Die btate arid/ or Lensi..u:> 

i n f D r m a t i o n f o r ' a g :i. v a n v a r i e t y „ T h i s p i- ■ o . j e c t i s n o f 1 y I;: r y - n i g h t d e a 1 

as the first volume of the "Encyclopedia :l. 793 S-l to 1796 S-91" proved 
to all. We will give you back far more data than you could ever supply 
to us.. We are interested in YD UR education and enjoyment of Large Cents 

as much as our own.. This project will never be complete but it is getting 

better and better each year as Bill adds inor'e coins and we are able to 
f i n e - 1 1 ..I n e e a i" fi v a r i. e t v .. If' v o i..t o w n eve rr o n e o t ti e c o i n s B i i i n e e t.l s 1. u 
i:;?ho tDirir aph , 1 ask that yoii go oi..rt of yai..ir way to make that possible. 

I have wrestled with the sources of problems with the CuF-r/ Noyes project and 
other than the obvious (I'm better at this grading than you are) syndrome, 
the problems that some people seem to Fiave witFi tine Noyes project might be 
rooted in resi 'stance to adjusting to the cFianges that. .Bill iias oughi. ■^..bou.l. 
b'v' adopt inci the concept, that 1 i ntr oduc. ed in the .urd E.':.dit.iDn of l.CiF'. dutwtl 
1 .2 ./ 3 1 ..'''So t.l'iat addresses the CDN.OI i'luM Lll-- h i...f..ilN hN.U 1 i-'lb i l"i!::.. (...•(..il'-JU 1 i IL.M'-I 
AN INTEGRAL F-'ART OF THE GRADE OF- ALL LARGE CENTS.. Other than CQR, Bill's 
"Encycl opedi a" was the first publication to recognise the reality of 
q I" a d i n g ' s r' e 1 a t i o n s Fi i p w i t In C l3 M D 1 1 1 L.) N .. 

P !,.. E:i; A S E take a look at the evcerpted pages from Bill's "Encyclopedia'' 

(and, yes., I Fnnow .[ say this above, but it really is important) and notice 

the 'fii'"'st'. page sinowincj CG r "an king wit. I'i pin a to m.imber , ranl-ci ng ., Condi cl or! ., 
numeric: grade, ubiv/rev die sta'te and brie-f pedigree data (used to 
specifically identify the ni. ece). F' L E A 3 E LUuF-:. at the detailed 
individual descr i pt i ons of eacin piece in tl'ie CL: (as well as ottiers tFir owri 

in for good measure) which includes, but. is not. limited I. u., .U.i. e bta. teci., 

C o 1 D I'- , S u r f a c e s a n d a n e p a n d e d p e d i g r e e t h a t i in c 1 u c;! e s ( i f a n a u c: t i o n ) 
the Sale /Lot tt/Pl at i ng /F'l- i ce and/or person.. You say that you want more'/ 

You get Sharpness Grade Still More? Tell us what else you would like 

to have and we ' 1 1 see what we can do,. 


Once you grasp tfiis concept and see it in action, I'low can you return to 
the "OLD" wav it's like using a word processor and trying to return to 
your manual Smi th"- Corona you just cannot retreat,. You may feel nostalgic 
about the old familiar ways which you grew up with and felt more com-f or table 
with, but once you know there is a better, more accurate way out there, you 
should take advantage of this concept i., e„ take a look at some prices 
reali:::ed from variDus auctions and compare. AND, how about the bheldon 
grading scal.e numbers or switcFiing fi-'orn I'lays numbers tc:) bheldon ni..uiiL)ei' s :' 


As to CHOICE ALERAGE-SCUDZY , apparently some people think that AVERAGE means 

the median of 'Some bell curve foi-' eacin varierty. ..IIJST NOT i HUE ! i il'"ier e 
is no set percentage fc:ir eac fi category, nor should there be. line "OLD" 

way was to say tilings 1:1 ke "Choi ce for the vari ety " this is inaccurate 

and another at 'tempt, tci sell lesser (::jual i I:, y -for more money. E.acin individual 
variety must be taken by itself and some varieties will have virtually 
no CF'IOICE or AVERAGE/ PLUS coins (S-"'144, 9 "-264 are examples) while others 
will have mostlv CHOICE or AVERAGE PLUS (Nichols Find coins). We are 
only reporting what we find, and not trying to artificially create some 
statistically consistent curve -for each variety. line relative rari Ly 
CHOICE AVERAGE SCUDZV for each variety is an attempt to convey this 


o f ' 


been lost on many ccH. lectors,, 

6 Average and U bciudsy.. We hear 


r:: o ri c: e t b i.,i t a p p a r" e n 1 1 y i t j::) i..i i‘ ' p t:) s e F'l a s 
i„ 0 . 9-147, overall 5-, but Z-i- Choice, 

comments like our standards for CHOICE, AVERAGE PLUS and even AVERAGE 
are way tC'O strict,, It is very negative to show so many coins as 
AVERAGE NINUG or SCUDZY. Again, we are only reporting what 
most Early Large Cents have some problems -- they were used 
for many years and then subjected to a myriad o-f abuses by 


we see and 
and abused 
"Col 1 ectors" ,. 


The"' 


are 


150 200 year s o 1 d 


and they Icjok 
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S.68 


BISECTING CRACK 


(Hays 55) (Maris "Unknown") (Chapman 54) 

OBVERSE: 35 Five braided locks. A conxpicuous straight line die break bisects this obverse, rurniing diagonally across tlic head 
from border to border, crossing the hair between the third and fourth locks, and the nose about 1.55 mm. Irom its tip. No examples arc 
known without this break. The fifth lock is more slender or delicate at the tip than the other locks. Date compact and curved, with the 4 
almost touching and 1 distant from the curl. BFR'I’Y close, LIB normally spaced. The loot ol T is entirely over the forelock. The break 
noted is found in various stages from very light to heavy. On some specimens the upper portion ol it show's as a tiicrc crease, or depression. 

A. Minute crack from ritn K2 to nose - ear - hair - rim K8 - witli clashed dies 

B. Crack grows heavier to a solid bisecting crack 

C. Minute bit of extra metal out of die at nose 

REVERSE: II Double leaf under O in OF. On all other reverses except JJ this leaf cluster is triple. AM in AMERICA too large, 

and llte right side of A double cut. Short fraction bar. 'fhe ribbon ends much nearer to the fraction than to the letters of the legend. Stems 
long, and the arrangement of the bow, ribbon ends, fraction, and stems is excellently symmetrical. Six berries left, seven i ight. The three 
up|rer berries on the left are outside, and the middle one has a very long stem. Right top ol "F" recut underneath. 

A. Perfect but may be clashed dies 

CONDITION CENSUS: Rarity 5 


2 1 047 

1 

C 

60 

AA 

11KD,1952:1700-RBN 

21181 

2 

A 

35 

AA 

WHS-REN-HH,1988:97-REN 

27562 

3 

- 

30 

AA 

1 IRN, I945:70-REN, 1 973;389-JlIR 

27425 

4 

A 

20 

BA 

WIIS-HI 1,1 988:98 

32990 

5 

- 

20 

CA 

Paramount 1 1/73:825 

26442 

6/7 

A 

15 

AA 

EAC '87:1 13A 

2! 148 

6/7 

A 

15 

AA 

JllR, 1989: 122 

25010 

8/9 

- 

15 

BA 

Dupont, 1954:96-RSB,1986:90-REM, 1989:202 

ANS 531 

8/9 

- 

15 

BA 

ANS 

ANS 956 

10 

S 

15 

CA 

ANS (French F.P.L., 1929:82) 

28086 

11 

S 

12 

BA 

Pearl F.P.L., 1944:86-Adams F.P.L., 1982:70 

24204 

12 

- 

10 

AA 

GLK, 1991:76 


WE WISH TO PHOTOGRAPH ANY SHELDON 68 VG7 OR BETTER. 
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1794 S.68 SHARPNESS: MS60 NET GRADE: MS60 CONDITION: Clioice 

PHOTO NUMBER: 21047 

OBVERSE DIE STATE: A - minute crack rim K2 - nose - ear - hair - rim K8 - clashed 

REVERSE DIE STATE: A - Perfect 

COLOR: Mottled medium tan with reddish brown 

SUREACES: Choice virtually flawless surfaces - touch of rub top of hair - shoulder - tiny red s|)ot on berry below ST. 

COIN HISTORY: Saltus,1899; ANS,50; HKD, 1952; 1 700 (MS60jP ($340); Barcford,85; HH,86; REN. 

1794 S.68 SHARPNESS: XF45 NET GRADE: VF35 CONDITION: Average 

PHOTO NUMBER: 21181 

OBVERSE DIE STATE: A - minute crack nm K2 - nose - car - hair - rim K8 - clashed 

REVERSE DIE STATE: A - Perfect - clashed 

COLOR: Mottled medium tan bit of darker reddish brown on reverse - large red spot rim KIO into cap. 

SURFACES: Glossy coaled surfaces - rim marks reverse K6, 10, 1 1 - obverse K6,l 1 - old pits below U - leaves below ES - few 

tiny old nicks - pits - on cap - lirsl S - STA'l ES weak. 

COIN HISTORY: WilS,72; REN,86; 1111,1 988:97 (AU50)P ($8,800); REN. 

1794 S.68 SHARPNESS: XF45 NET GRADE: VF30 CONDITION: Average Minus 

PHOTO NUMBER: 27562 

OBVERSE DIE STATE: A - light crack rim K2 - nose - car - hair - rim K8 - dashed 

REVERSE DIE STATE: A - Perfect 

COLOR: Deep tan with darker reddish area face - right field K2 to pole. 

SURF’ACES: Nice obverse - old dig above |)ole - scattered |)inholes in hair - die rouglmess on cap - light scratch curving across 

y to crack - reverse light old pilling filled with red corrosion scattered across entire reverse but worst at lower 
riglit wrcalli - ICA. 

COIN HISTORY: Wilson; Anderson Galleries 1 1/25;203 (VF)P (NA); I1RN,I945:70(AU50)P ($85); Kosoff; Holmes, 1960: 1384 
(EF40)P ($300); REN,1973;389 (VF30)P ($1,000); Adams,75; DWL,83; JHR,88. 

1794 S.68 SHARPNESS: VF35 NET GRADE: VF20 CONDITION: Average Minus 

PHOTO NUMBER: 32990 

OBVERSE DIE STATE: C - solid crack rim K2 - nose - extra bit or metal at nose - car - hair - heavier on to rim K8 - 

clashed 

REVERSE DIE STATE: A - Perfect - clashed 

COLOR: Deep tan with heavy olive overtones - darker olive on shoulder. 

SURlfACES: Cleaned long ago - lightly burnished but minute hairlines remain on face - right fields - minute old light corrosion 

- shoulder back of neck - U - left ribbon - ED - between D S - S O - lightly coated with wax. 

COIN HISTORY: Paramount 1 1/73:825 (XF45)P. 

1794 S.68 SHARPNESS: VF30 NET GRADE: VF20 CONDITION: Average 

PHOTO NUMBER: 27425 

OBVERSE DIE STATE: B - solid crack rim K2 - nose - car - hair - rim K8 - clashed 

REVERSE DIE STATE: A - Perfect - clashed 

COLOR: Glossy olive brown with much lighter highpoints. 

SURFACES: Tiny rim mark reverse K2 - old short scratch rim to O - OF - scattered tiny nicks on reverse - couple old digs under 

CE - bit of light dark gunk under ED STA - old nick leaves above T - CENT - couple old light scratches 
to M. 

COIN HISTORY: Undcrhill;TE 1/29:1418 (XF)NP ($150); WHS,48; Gaskill; NN,56; DIP; CDS,65; Bonard; Numismatic Enterprises 
2/68:36 (XF40)NP ($700); Stack's 1/69:176 (XF40)P ($300); N. Stack; 1111,1988:98 (VF25)P ($2,750). 
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1794 S.68 SHARPNESS: VF20 NET GRADE: F15 CONDITIUN: Average 

PHOTO NUMBER: 26442 

OBVERSE DIE STATE: A - very minulc eraek rim K2 - nose - car - liair - rim K8 - dashed 

REVERSE DIE S'l’A I E: A - Perfect 

COLOR: Choice medium brown. 

SUREACES: Light rim bruise obverse K2 - old shallow dents below ear - in front of lips - near rim K4 - light hairline across 

leaves below CA - very minute verdigris near obverse ritn K3-5 - attractive. 

COIN HISTORY: Belgium; Denley's Coin; WCN; EAC '87;1 13A (F15)NF ($2,600j. 

1794 S.68 SHARPNESS: VF30 NET GRADE: F15 CONDITION: Sctidzy 

PHOTO NUMBER: ANS 956 

OBVERSE DIE STATE: C - solid bisecting crack rim K2 - nose - face - car - liair rim K8 - dashed dies - liny piece extra 

metal at nose 

REVERSE DIE STAI'E: A - l^erlect - dashed 

COLOR: Glossy dec]i tan witli gold in devices on obverse 

SURFACES: JWA initials scratclied into left field behind cap - glossy coated surfaces (typical of cx French coins) - otherwise 

quite choice - tiny rim bump reverse KIO - minute old crud in reverse legend - lower wreath - old liny dent on 
head. 

COIN HISTORY: II. C. Miller, 1917:707 (VF)NP ($55); F'rench F.P.L., 1929:82 (XF)NP ($150); TJC; ANS. 

1794 S.68 SHARPNESS: VF'30 NET GRADE: F15 CONDITION: Average Minus 

PHOTO NUMBER: 25010 

OBVERSE DIE STATE: B - solid bisecting crack rim K2 - nose - car - hair - rim K8 - dashed 

REVERSE DUi STATE: A - Perfect - clashed 

COLOR: Recolored medium tan with greenish overtones - small red s[iot in front of chin. 

SUREACES: Heavy old X scratched into center obverse - cleaned long ago - old nicks at bridge of nose - shoulder - light old mark 

on ca|) into field below IB. 

COIN HISTORY: Dupont, 1954:96 (VF30)P ($150); DIP; RSB, 1986:90 (VF20)P ($1,485); REM, 1989:202 (VF20)P ($2,310). 

1794 S.68 SHARPNESS: VF30 NET GRADE: FI5 CONDITION: Average Minus 

PHOTO NUMBER: ANS 53 1 

OBVERSE DIE STATE: B- very light crack rim K2 - nose - ear - stronger across hair to rim K8 - dashed 

REVERSE DIE STATE: A - Perfect - clashed 

COLOR: Deep olive with reddish obverse overtones. 

SUREACES: Rev. lighter minute uniform porosity - heavy old corrosion S O to leaves below - tiny rim mark obverse K2. 

COIN HISTORY: James G. MacAllister,27; GllC ($50); ANS. 

1794 S.68 SHARPNESS: VF20 NET GRADE: F15 CONDITION: Average 

PHOTO NUMBER: 21148 

OBVERSE DIE STATE: A - very light crack rim K2 to nose - minute crack hair to K8 - clashed 

REVliRSE DIE STATE; A - Perfect clashed 

COLOR: Deep olive brown with small red spot right field below chin. 

SUREACES: Choiee surfaces - tiny rim bruise obverse Kit - old dent on ca[) - few scattered hairlines across face - neck - bust 

- under Y - very light verdigris around reverse legends - devices - couple old nicks right of second S - STATES - tiny 
old nick on 7 - small red spot of old corrosion right field below chin. 

COIN HISTORY; JHR,1989: 122 (FT5)P ($2,860). 
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1794 S.68 SHARPNESS: VF<35 NET GRADE: FI 2 CONDITION: Scudzy 


PHOTO NUMBER: 28086 

OBVERSE DIE STATE: B - crack bisecling rim K2 - nose - face - ear - hair ~ very heavy behind curls to rim K8 - clashed 

REVERSE DIE STATE: A - Perfect - clashed 

COEOR: Recolorcd light brown - olive. 

SURFACES: Heavy burnishing to remove scratches on face - neck - two very strong nicks still on face - heavy planchet void rim 

K5 - covering A on to right ribbon - knot - old nick under N1 - "NEW VAR 55-55 PIIS - lettered on edge in white 
ink. 

COIN HISTORY: Phelps; Steigerwalt.1906; Zug-Low 3/07:55 (AF)NP ($5); Gilbert, 1910:55 (AU)NP ($25.50); 

Granberg/Woodin,1915:143 (F)NP ($37); Col. Green; B. G. Johnson; Pearl F.P.L., 1944:86 (AU)P ($350); Ed Urban; 
Kissner, 1975:267 (Vh'35)P ($2,000); Adams F'.P.L., 1 982:70 (VF35!)P (Unsold) ($3,500); Adams, 89; RSB. 


1794 S.68 SHARPNESS: F’15 NET GRADE: VGIO CONDITION: Average Minus 


PHOTO NUMBER: 24204 

OBVERSE DIE STATE: A - Minute crack rim K2 - nose - bulge behind hair to rim K8 - clashed 

REVERSE DIE STATE: A - Perfect - clashed 

COLOR: Dark chocolate brown 

SURFACES: Very eletui - llirec deep old dents leaf above E - ONE - base of E - ONE - leaves below R - couple lesser pits on hair - 

in front of chin - minute rim bruises reverse K2, 12 

COIN HISTORY: SSC2776:1384(VG7)P ($95); Valley Plaza FPL, 1 976:82(F1 2)NP ($390); BR 10/77:733(F12)P ($130); Paramount 
1 1/78:13(F12)NP ($135); JllR; GLK, 1991 :76(VG 1 0)P ($935). 

1794 S.68 SHARPNESS: VG8 NET GRADE: G5 CONDITION: Average Minus 

PHOTO NUMBER: 28568 

OBVERSE DIE STATE: B - solid bisecting crack rim K2 - nose - face - car - hair - to rim K8 - clashed 

REVERSE DIE STATE: A - Perfect - clashed 

COLOR: Tv.'o toned dark steel brown. 

SURFACES: Light uniform ])orosity - numerous light old scratches across face - cheek. 

COIN HISTORY: TM; Kennedy, 1 975:67 ( VG 1 0)P ($278); TM, 1 992:236 (VG8)P ($660). 

1794 S.68 SHARPNESS: VG7 NET GRADE: G5 CONDITION: Average Minus 

PHOTO NUMBER: 24247 

OBVERSE DIE STATE: B - solid bisecting crack rim K2 - nose - face - car - hair - to rim K8 - clashed 

lUiVERSE DIE STATE: A - Perfect - clashed 

COLOR: Deep olive brown. 

SURI^'ACES: Light uniform porosity - light old mark rim between S O to leaf tips below OF - light old nicks on hairband - below 

first S - STA'I'ES - Hays - not described in white ink on edge - also 11 D in yellow. 

COIN HISTORY: Frossard 8/1882:548 (I-air)NP (.30); Hays; Low 3/07:55 (AF)NP ($5); HKD; Pickcr,61; Norweb 111,1988:2728 
(G6)P ($880). 

1794 S.68 SHARPNESS: E12 NET GRADE: VG8 CONDITION: Average Minus 

PHOTO NUMBER: ANS 579 

OBVERSE DIE STATE: B - solid bisecling crack rim K2 - nose - face - ear - hair - to rim K8 - clashed 

REVERSE DIE STATE: A - Perfect - clashed 

COLOR: T wo toned light brown. 

SURFACES: Numerous light long old scratches across center on reverse - ONE CENT weak from die swelling - many liny old 

marks above D ST - thru ERIC. 

COIN HISTORY: R.D. Book,30; GlIC ($20); ANS. 


************* 
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Jack kU Robinson, EAC #:i308 Fk, 0„ Bqk 9426 He Lean , Virginia 22:102 

EAC '96 was a resoundii'in si.accosb in F1ii 1. adol i::)hi a this year , tFianks ^to 

a q r o u i::> o f 1 1 e c:! :i. c a t b d E A ! J f m e (J i L i e r' s „ T‘ Fi e a 1 1 e n d a n t;: e was l-i :i g fi a ri d -f i'" i e n d s Fi i p s 

(9 aqain r oriowod faco to tai::© WFiat a woniJortu.l, >v;voiil. , 

The EAC '96 Sa:io was, again, a rosounding success, and i want to applaud 
the stronq efforts of 'i'om Reynolds for the cataloging and the e ace 11 ant job 

clDne bv Der'i 1 s L.orinQ i r: (invcjn'rfo'i i n i nq control and to Iv'ijb bi' t.'J 1 (fi-.i. ri i ok hi- u. :;>e 
Ki t t. p "I e i. i“ c: o ni p u t e r %' k; t e n i as w e i. a s a i ,1. o f t i'l o c; e 1 1 1 a t he J. p e J w i t.. i i '■■■::■ h c.j v, i i u j 
ttis lots and maF:ing the EAC '96 Gale an ot tier' great event,, 

CDR was put. into the oai 1 on 4/ lb/96 and was also avaiiaol. e at Eh!.., v6.. 

Let me, again, please thank everyone who helped by contributing data and 

advise an how to rontini..ie to impi^'ove the use-f i.i 1 ness of (.,,t!i-;. 

I i nti'roduciac! .an ea per' i (riont a't EAC ' 9,a by having ii..>u iJtl'i E::.d i 't i oci CWl-', s 

■i";.]::) :i. i“ a 1 tvoi-u-td,, Ti'iC'/ tra Vi-? Ipei.an (jJ" I- ,eK'ed at i.^k^ a .lf..jng c.p. v,. t. iiOy' .!. s.r:;. 1. ., 1 '...) 

those that bc'uoht one o-f these, please let me i;;nc:iw what you think about them. 

] wi] 1 be haicpv to help arry h.iaC: meuibeK' wi th any ciuekitioiis sbc/i.u.. t, G,IK !..)i 

an vt hi no to do with the Bill Noyes project or tilarly Copper in general •- just 
Clive me a cal]., ANYiMME, /o. 1 -- 1 Wb4 


The :!. 4 th Edition of CQR (al on e/only) is available for 30 . 00 ,, The 
:i. ‘ 1 1 1 1 and : 1. 5 1 1 1 E d :i. t i o n < i:a u i' " c t'l a s e d t o get I" i e r" ) i s a v a i 1 a t:i 1 e -f o k" a t o t a 1 n r i c e 
O'f $ 50 .. 00 „ 

We offer the "Jack EL Robinson Sale" catalog for $40.00, F'OEITPAID,, 

Ti'iis is for the original soft bound version with prices realised. 

We offer BO'TH original thK'ee ring binder v til nines oJ- the (Jrellmari 1 c::iose 
leaf "Attribution Guide for United SiStates Large Cents 1840 •- IjiS/'' with 
t i" i e " ! J C! ;i. t;; f i. ri d e r " sia..i p P 1 e i v i e n t f o r a p o s t p a i t:l p k • i c: e o -i $ 8 b „ 


-W. 


•V. 




•)f 


of f er 

■ 1 1' i e Cl 

1 1 Dwi ng or 

iginal earl 

1st 

Ef;:! 1 1 i i;;;in 

12/3:1 /Ei3 

■s 5 „ 

::j rd 

Et;l i t i. on 

12/31/85 

7 . (JO 

4th 

Eel 1 1 i icn 

09/15/86 

7 . ( J 0 

5th 

Ed i 'f 'i or'i 

12/31 /B 6 

7 „ 00 

'7tFi 

Ed :i. h :i. ciCi 

:l. 2/3'i / S7 

:l 0 . 00 

8th 

Elci i t :i. on 

0 1/31/09 

8 00 

g.f.|.., 

Ed :( t :i. on 

0 : 3/3 1 . /90 

8 . Oti 

:i. C>t hi 

Ed i t j Of! 

03/31 / 91 . 

8 .. 00 

:i. 1th 

Ed i. t i. o!'i 

02/29/92 

:l. 0 . <J 0 

1,2th 

Ed i t :i on 

03/3 1, /93 

0 „ 0(;> 

3th 

FR:i 1 1 :i (::)n 

09/30/94 

a . oc) 


i er ecii'Ficjns of CQlJ , postpaids 

( S I'-i e 1 c! o n V a i"' :i. e t :i. e si C) n 1. y ) 

( F i r ss. 't; u s;. e o f C o i"i d i. t ;i c> n 1... e v e 1 si ) 

( Updated ) 

( I.i i:::i i;:l a I: e t.l a f t e r R SB S a 1 e ) 

(F-:i. rst Bound ETti. t i r.n ) 

( U i:'j t:i it t e d a f t e r J l-l Id B a :i e ) 

( Updated ) 

( Updated ) 

(Updated with CC comparison data) 
( Updated ) 

( Updated ) 
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Announcing The Mail Bid Sales of the 


GREGORY G. BRUNK 

Collection of about ONE THOUSAND Merchant 



FEATURING over 110 lots of Countermarks on Half-Cents, Large Cents, Colonials and other early copper US and 
World coins (110+ in this sale alone! MORE copper c/m in the next sale!). All in individual lots, NO minimum bids, 
NO reserves. Many PLATE specimens from the Brunk books. This MERCHANT collection has countermarked coins 
with NAMES, Occupations, City and State with hundreds of copper, silver and gold merchant countermarks. Each mail 
bid sale catalog will also contain a wide variety of tokens, medals, badges, ribbons, political and World's Fair items and 
much MORE! (NOTE: As of the date this ad was submitted, the closing date was not established. Please do not delay!) 


PLUS About 100 or more of each: 

Hard Times Tokens 
Civil War Tokens 
Pre- 1900/Miller Tokens 
Centennials/Fairs 
Masonic Chapter Pennies 
Masonic Badges/Ribbons/Centcnnial 
Trade Tokens: A choice offering 
Spiel Marke: US and World 
Grand Army of the Republic: Lots! 

Canadian early and modern tokens/medals 

PLUS: Hundreds of other topical items. Over 8000 items i 


US & World Medals - LOTS! 

Political tokens, medals, pin-backs, 3-D items 
World Tokens and MANY Medals. 

Fraternal Badges/RibbonsMore! 

Space medals and tokens 
Transportation Tokens 
Telephone Charge Cards and Tokens 
Sales Tax Tokens/Chits: A 1930's collection 
Sports, including Olympic 
Charge cards 

the Brunk consignment alone! 


2 FREE CATALOGS 


We send FREE mail bid sale catalogs to BUYERS. Subscribe today for $25 for TWO Sale Catalogs, with both Prices 
Realized. With your subscription, receive $25 OFF any auction purchase over $100. Your net price: ZERO! 

2 Mail Bid Sale Catalogs: Subscription with both Prices Realized $25.00 

Includes $25 OFF any mail bid sale purchase over $100, expires 35 days after each sale closing date. Please order EARLY! A 
single catalog will be sent First Class or Next-Day-Air, if your subscription is not received prior to 40 days before closing date. 


SPECIAL OFFER: SAVE to 50%: ” Merchant Countermarks on World Coins" 

The standard reference, with photos, prices, information. With your subscription only, SAVE $15.00: 
Papcrbound: Retail $29.95. $14.95 plus $3 postage: $17.95 ppd. 

Hardbound: Retail $39.95 $24.95 plus $3 postage: $27.95 ppd. 


ttlDfld Ixpitumia 


Rich Hartzog 

POB4143BTS Rockford IL 61110-0643 (815)226-0771 


1996 EAC SALE 4 May 1996 
Total Bids ( 182638.00) 


Lot 

Bid 

Lot 

Bid 

Lot 

Bid 

1 

5 

68 

250 

135 

300 

2 

16 

69 

200 

136 

375 

3 

22 

70 

150 

137 

210 

4 

12 

71 

700 

138 

110 

5 

0 

72 

260 

139 

150 

6 

38 

73 

0 

140 

130 

7 

95 

74 

85 

141 

240 

8 

30 

75 

160 

142 

230 

9 

34 

76 

190 

143 

130 

10 

38 

77 

100 

144 

650 

11 

75 

78 

200 

145 

160 

12 

11 

79 

55 

146 

725 

13 

140 

80 

80 

147 

0 

14 

34 

81 

190 

148 

42 

15 

90 

82 

48 

149 

10000 

16 

10 

83 

180 

150 

220 

17 

52 

84 

180 

151 

170 

18 

54 

85 

32 

152 

700 

19 

120 

86 

140 

153 

950 

20 

48 

87 

65 

154 

17000 

21 

95 

88 

65 

155 

2800 

22 

38 

89 

0 

156 

130 

23 

54 

90 

110 

157 

500 

24 

70 

91 

220 

158 

100 

25 

80 

92 

60 

159 

375 

26 

240 

93 

2600 

160 

180 

27 

450 

94 

0 

161 

0 

28 

230 

95 

7750 

162 

190 

29 

160 

96 

140 

163 

140 

30 

400 

97 

800 

164 

0 

31 

190 

98 

2600 

165 

70 

32 

375 

99 

280 

166 

90 

33 

250 

100 

750 

167 

750 

34 

280 

101 

800 

168 

300 

35 

260 

102 

1600 

169 

140 

36 

750 

103 

725 

170 

110 

37 

400 

104 

220 

171 

650 

38 

415 

105 

180 

172 

200 

39 

240 

106 

1700 

173 

0 

40 

280 

107 

120 

174 

800 

41 

210 

108 

450 

175 

1000 

42 

500 

109 

290 

176 

110 

43 

240 

110 

230 

177 

1700 

44 

450 

111 

550 

178 

650 

45 

500 

112 

170 

179 

550 

46 

270 

113 

2500 

180 

2100 

47 

0 

114 

500 

181 

105 

48 

0 

115 

425 

182 

130 

49 

95 

116 

200 

183 

290 

50 

475 

117 

0 

184 

400 

51 

85 

118 

425 

185 

190 

52 

130 

119 

600 

186 

0 

53 

110 

120 

450 

187 

1500 

54 

38 

121 

120 

188 

1000 

55 

950 

122 

340 

189 

100 

56 

0 

123 

0 

190 

170 

57 

260 

124 

90 

191 

425 

58 

1050 

125 

525 

192 

170 

59 

350 

126 

575 

193 

220 

60 

0 

127 

80 

194 

2100 

61 

0 

128 

260 

195 

180 

62 

285 

129 

150 

196 

335 

63 

490 

130 

150 

197 

55 

64 

0 

131 

190 

198 

750 

65 

90 

132 

150 

199 

0 

66 

475 

133 

70 

200 

95 

67 

0 

134 

450 

201 

270 


Bid 

Lot 

Bid 

Lot 

Bid 

160 

269 

140 

336 

325 

375 

270 

475 

337 

375 

2100 

271 

950 

338 

400 

425 

272 

130 

339 

200 

90 

273 

280 

340 

1100 

220 

274 

0 

341 

80 

180 

275 

0 

342 

750 

0 

276 

160 

343 

750 

70 

277 

230 

344 

260 

240 

278 

50 

345 

190 

0 

279 

500 

346 

0 

150 

280 

210 

347 

1000 

400 

281 

100 

348 

150 

70 

282 

180 

349 

170 

150 

283 

70 

350 

46 

1300 

284 

70 

351 

120 

110 

285 

130 

352 

90 

1050 

286 

325 

353 

95 

280 

287 

950 

354 

240 

700 

288 

260 

355 

1300 

1250 

289 

1500 

356 

50 

95 

290 

200 

357 

240 

350 

291 

75 

358 

140 

70 

292 

85 

359 

44 

200 

293 

0 

360 

160 

1050 

294 

40 

361 

50 

130 

295 

290 

362 

375 

210 

296 

325 

363 

300 

475 

297 

280 

364 

240 

280 

298 

4000 

365 

180 

160 

299 

850 

366 

85 

210 

300 

160 

367 

36 

375 

301 

750 

368 

2800 

700 

302 

350 

369 

280 

460 

303 

80 

370 

85 

120 

304 

70 

371 

150 

475 

305 

44 

372 

1600 

110 

306 

46 

373 

700 

2100 

307 

350 

374 

650 

300 

308 

375 

375 

75 

300 

309 

325 

376 

200 

1000 

310 

230 

377 

120 

210 

311 

350 

378 

260 

2800 

312 

58 

379 

140 

3100 

313 

140 

380 

150 

140 

314 

70 

381 

100 

575 

315 

425 

382 

375 

160 

316 

300 

383 

280 

650 

317 

600 

384 

700 

190 

318 

150 

385 

900 

110 

319 

1400 



120 

320 

100 



350 

321 

450 



550 

322 

70 

Lots 5. 48. & 346 

260 

323 

34 



100 

324 

150 

were withdrawn. 

200 

325 

85 

All 

other lots listed 

54 

326 

750 

at 

$0 were repurchased 

0 

9000 

327 

328 

260 

375 

by 

the consignor. 

220 

329 

1300 



120 

330 

130 



130 

331 

95 



150 

332 

110 



160 

333 

140 



180 

334 

325 



130 

335 

110 




Lot 

202 

203 

204 

205 

206 

207 

208 

209 

210 

211 

212 

213 

214 

215 

216 

217 

218 

219 

220 

221 

222 

223 

224 

225 

226 

227 

228 

229 

230 

231 

232 

233 

234 

235 

236 

237 

238 

239 

240 

241 

242 

243 

244 

245 

246 

247 

248 

249 

250 

251 

252 

253 

254 

255 

256 

257 

258 

259 

260 

261 

262 

263 

264 

265 

266 

267 

268 
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ADDRESS; 


PHONE# 


EARLY DATE LARGE CENTS REPORT FORM 

Send to: John G. Fettinger 

15 Deilwood Road 

Norwich, CT 06360 

Phone # 203-887-8747 


Enter only net numerical grade of best specimen presently owned for each variety. No electros please! 



S 1 

S 2 

NC 1 

S 3 

S4 

; NC2 

i NC3 

; S5 

S 6 

; S7 

S 8 

S9 

NC4 

NC5 

S 10 

; S 11a 

i S 11b 

s 11c ; 

1793 



















NC6 

S 12 

S 13 

s 14 

S 15 

S 16 

: 1794 

; S 17a 

NC4 

S 18a 

S 18b 

S 19a 

S 19b 

NC7 

S20 

S 21 

: S 22 

; S 23 

. S24 ; 

NC8 

S 25 

S 26 

S27 

S28 

S29 

: S30 

S31 

NC 11 

S 32 

S 33 

S 34 

S 35 

NC 1 

S 36 

S 37 

S38 

: S 39 

S40 ; 

: NC2 

S41 

S42 

NC 10 

S43 

S44 

: NC5 

S45 

S46 

S47 

NC9 

S48 

S49 

S 50 

s 51 ; 

S 52 

, S53 

S 54 

S55 ; 

; S56 

S57 

S58 

S 59 

S60 

S61 

; S62 

S63 

S64 

NC6 

S65 

S66 

S 67 

S68 

S69 : 

S 70 

:S 71 

NC 3 

S72 ; 


S 73 

S 74 

S 75 

S76a 

S76b 

NC2 

S77 

S 78 

S79 

NC 1 

S 80 

NC 3 

NC4 


S 81 

. S82 

S 83 

S84 ; 

i 1796 














1796 ; 





S85 

S86 

S87 

S88 

S89 

S 90 

S91 

S92 

NC 1 

S93 

S94 

S95 

NC2 

S 96 

NC3 ; 

S97 

: S98 

S 99 

NC4 ; 

; S 100 

S 101 

S 102 

S 103 

S 104 

S 105 

S 106 

S 107 

S 108 

S 109 

S 110 

Sill 

NC5 

S 112 

s 113 ; 

S 114 

: S 115 

S116 

S117 : 

: NC6 

S 118 

S 119 


1797 

NC 1 

S 120a 

S 120b 

S 121a 

S 121b 

S 122 

NC2 

NC 3 

S 123 

S 124 

S 125 

: S 126 

S 127 

S 128 : 

S 129 

S 130 

S 131 

S 132 

S 133 

NC7 

S 134 

S 135 

NC6 

S 136 

SI 37 

NC4 

S 138 

S 139 

S 140 ; 

S 141 

: NC5 

S 142 

S 143 ; 

NC8 

1798 

S 144 

S 145 

S 146 

S 147 

S 148 

S 149 

S 150 

S 151 

S 152 

S 153 

S 154 

S 155 

S 156 ; 

NC 1 

: S 157 

NC 2 

S 156 : 

S 159 

S 160 

S 161 

S 162 

S 163 

S 164 

S 165 

S 166 

S 167 

S 168 

S 169 

S 170 

S 171 

S 172 

S 173 

S 174 

: S 175 

S 176 

S 177 ; 

S 178 

S 179 

S 180 

S 181 

S 182 

S 183 

S 184 

S 186 

S 186 

S 187 

1799 

NCI 

S 188 

S 189 

1800 i 

NC5 

: NC6 

S 190 

S 191 : 

; S 192 

s 193 

S 194 

S 195 

S 196 

NC 1 

NC2 

S 197 

S 198 

S 199 

S 200 

NC 3 

S 201 

S 202 

S 203 ; 

S 204 

: S 205 

S 206 

S207 ; 

; S208 

S 209 

S 210 

S211 

S 212 

NC4 

1801 

S 213 

S 214 

S 215 

NC 1 

S 216 

S 217 

S 218 

NC5 ; 

S 219 

NC2 

S 220 

S 221 : 

NC4 

NC 3 

S 222 

S 223 

S 224 

1802 

S 225 

S 226 

NC 1 

S 227 

S 228 

S 229 

NC 2 

S 230 

S 231 : 

S 232 

; S 233 

S 234 

S 235 ; 

: S236 

S 237 

S238 

S239 

S240 

S241 

S 242 

1803 

S243 

S 244 

S 245 

S 246 ; 

S247 

S 248 

S 249 i 

S 250 

: NCI 

S251 

S252 

S 253 

S 254 

S 266 

S 256 

S 257 

S2S8 

S 259 

S 260 

S 261 

S 262 

S 263 

S 264 : 

S 265 

1804 

S 266 i 

1806 

S267 

S 268 

S 269 


S 270 


S 271 

S 272 

S273 

S 274 

S 275 

S 276 


S 277 

S 278 : 

S279 


S280 


; S281 

S 282 

S 283 : 

1808 


1807 







1808 




1809 


1810 




S284 

S285 

1811 

S 286 

S 287 

1812 

S 288 

S 289 

S 290 

S 291 

1813 

S292 

S 293 

1814 

S 294 : 

S 295 





